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UTILIZATION OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RIGHTS FORMS

In furtherance of the administration and the expeditious disposition of the business of the
State Court the Acknowledgment of Rights Forms attached hereto and marked “Exhibit A” and
“Exhibit B, shall be utilized for the purpose of the entry of a plea of not guilty, guilty, or nolo
contendere, by a defendant in any criminal matter pending in the State Court of Richmond
County, Georgia, effective with the date of this Order which shall be filed in the Office of the
Clerk of the State Court of Richmond County, Georgia.

SO ORDERED, this 4™ day of February, 2013.

RS &wq

RICHARD A. SLABY
CHIEF JUDGE STATE COURT
RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA




IN THE STATE COURT OF RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA
ELECTION CONCERNING RIGHT OF COUNSEL

Defendant: Clerk’s Number(s):
Solicitor’s Number(s):

READ THIS FORM (BOTH SIDES) CAREFULLY OR HAVE IT READ TO YOU

I 'am the defendant in the Accusation(s) noted above. I am not under the influence of alcohol or drugs. Iam not
suffering from any mental or physical disability, which would prevent me from understanding what I am doing. I have
been advised of the charge(s) against me and the maximum punishment provided by law, including the possibility of
going to jail, either as a part of the original sentence or later should I violate my probation or suspended sentence.

[ understand that I have the right to be represented by an attorney at all stages of the criminal process including
trial. I further understand that if I desire to be represented by an attorney and cannot afford to hire one myself, then I have
the right to have an attorney appointed by the Court to represent me and paid for by Richmond County. I understand
there’s a $50.00 application fee, that doesn’t have to be paid when I apply for an appointed attorney, and which can be
waived by the Court under certain circumstances. I understand the Court will ask me to provide information about my
financial status if I request an appointed attorney.

I understand that I have the right to waive (give up) my right to a retained or appointed attorney and to represent
myself. I fully understand and appreciate the dangers of representing myself, including the possibility of being sentenced
to time in jail. I understand that an attorney can be helpful to me in explaining my rights in more detail, in investigating
my case, and in helping me to decide what plea I should enter in the case. I understand an attorney has education and
experience concerning the rules of evidence and procedure as enforced in court, how to select a jury if I desire a jury trial,
how to decide about trial strategies as to the calling and examination of witnesses, whether I should testify on my own
behalf, and how to properly preserve and transcribe issues for appeal. I understand I may have defenses for which an
attorney can be helpful in evaluating and presenting, such as reliance on the presumption of innocence, justification, alibi,
and misidentification.

With the benefit of the information above and as explained to me by the Court, I now elect as follows (as shown
by the placement of my initials on the appropriate line):

( ) IDESIRE TO BE REPRESENTED BY AN ATTORNEY AND WILL PURSUE ALL DILIGENT AND
REASONABLE EFFORTS TO HIRE ONE, IF I HAVE NOT ALREADY DONE SO. IF I AM UNABLE
TO HIRE AN ATTORNEY, I UNDERSTAND I CAN REQUEST APPOINTMENT OF AN ATTORNEY

BY THE COURT.

( ) I DESIRE TO BE REPRESENTED BY AN ATTORNEY AND HEREBY REQUEST THE APPOINTMENT
OF AN ATTORNEY BY THE COURT. I AM INDIGENT AND CANNOT AFFORD TO HIRE
AN ATTORNEY FOR MYSELF.

( ) IDONOT WANT AN ATTORNEY. I VOLUNTARILY WAIVE (GIVE UP) MY RIGHT TO BE
REPRESENTED BY AN ATTORNEY. I WANT TO REPRESENT MY SELF.

This day of , 20

SOLICITOR GENERAL DEFENDANT

The Court hereby finds that the above named Defendant has been fully informed of his right to be represented by
counsel, retained, or appointed, and that the Defendant’s election regarding counsel, as noted above, has been made,
knowingly and voluntarily.

JUDGE, STATE COURT OF RICHMOND COUNTY

EXHIBIT A
revised 2010
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IN THE STATE COURT OF RICHMOND COUNTY, GEORGIA

RECORD OF THE COURT OF DEFENDANT’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RIGHTS

I have been provided a copy of the Accusation filed against me. Having been advised of my right to representation by an
attorney, I now enter the plea shown below. In doing so, I am not under the influence of any alcohol or drugs and I am
not suffering from any mental or physical disability that prohibits me from understanding my rights. I am fully aware that
upon entering a not guilty plea, I have the right to a trial, either before a jury or the Court, at which trial I would enjoy the
presumption of innocence and the State would be required to prove my guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The State would
seek to do this by calling witnesses to testify against me, and I would have the right to confront and cross-examine (ask
questions of) those witnesses. I would have the right to present evidence in my own behalf at my trial by calling
witnesses and the Court will issue subpoenas to those witnesses if I need help in getting them to come to court. I have the
right to testify in my own behalf, in which case the prosecutor can cross-examine me, but I also have the right not to
testify or incriminate myself in any way. I understand that if I plead guilty, I will waive (give up) these rights to a trial.

If I am not a citizen of the United States, I understand a conviction may affect my immigration status including
deportation from the country. 1 also understand that a conviction on certain offenses may affect my driver’s license or
right to possess a firearm. I understand that certain offenses require a minimum sentence of confinement (jail time). I
have been advised of these impacts, if any of these apply in my case.

( ) GUILTY PLEA (OR PLEA OF NOLO CONTENDERE): Iknowingly and voluntarily waive (give up) my right
to a trial and plead GUILTY (or NOLO CONTENDERE). I fully understand my rights, the charge(s) against me, and the
consequences of my plea, including the maximum possible penalty which could be imposed of up to twelve (12) months
in jail and a fine of $1000 (or $5000 for a “high and aggravated misdemeanor”), as well as any mandatory minimum
sentences which may apply to me. I did what I am charged with doing in the Accusation. No promises or threats have
been made by anyone in order to get me to enter this plea of guilty (or nolo contendere). Other than a possible
recommendation for a sentence by the State, which I understand is not binding on the Court, I have not been informed
what sentence will be imposed. I understand I must follow the conditions of any probated or suspended sentence imposed
on me or I may be required to spend time in jail for failure to comply.

( ) NOT GUILTY PLEA I plead NOT GUILTY to the charge(s) against me and request a NON-JURY (before a
judge) TRIAL. Iknowingly and voluntarily waive (give up) my right to a trial before a jury of six (6) persons chosen
from citizens of Richmond County who would hear the evidence and law and decide if I am guilty or not guilty.

( ) NOT GUILTY PLEA I plead NOT GUILTY to the charge(s) against me and hereby REQUEST A TRIAL BY

JURY.
This day of , 20
SOLICITOR GENERAL DEFENDANT DEFENDANT’S ATTORNEY

Upon inquiry in this case as required by law, the Court finds that the plea of the Defendant is freely and voluntarily
entered and any waiver of rights is done with the full understanding of those rights and with an understanding of the
charges against the Defendant. If a guilty plea, the Court further finds there to be a factual basis for the plea.

SO ORDERED, THIS DAY OF ,20

JUDGE, STATE COURT OF RICHMOND COUNTY

revised 2010




EN LA CORTE ESTATAL DEL CONDADO DE RICHMOND, GEORGIA
ELECCION SOBRE EL DERECHO DE SER REPRESENTADO POR UN ABOGADO
FRENTE A LA CORTE

Nombre del Acusado: Numero del Secretario:
Numero del Protutor:

LEA ESTA FORMA (AMBOS LADOS DE ELLA) CUIDADOSAMENTE O PIDA QUE SE LA LEAN

Yo soy el acusado nombrado anteriormente. No estoy bajo influencia del alcohol ni drogas. No padezco de ninguna debilitacién
fisica ni mental cuya presencia podria prevenirme de comprender lo que estoy haciendo. Me ban informado de los cargos pendientes
en contra de mi persona y sobre la pena maxima que podria pagar segiin la ley, incluyendo la posibilidad de pasar tiempo en la carcel
como parte de la sentencia original, o si acaso resultara de alguna futura violacién de mi probatoria o sentencia suspendida.

Entiendo que tengo el derecho de ser representado por un abogado en todas las etapas del proceso criminal incluyendo durante juicio.
Tambien comprendo que si deseara ser representado por un abogado y no pudiera pagarle a alguno para que me representara, entonces
tengo el derecho de que la Corte designe un abogado, pagado por el Condado de Richmond, para representarme. Entiendo que la
Corte pedird informacién sobre mi estado financiero si acaso y pidiera un abogado designado por ella.

Entiendo que tengo el derecho de renunciar al derecho de retener un abogado o de tener uno designado por la Corte y representarme a
mi mismo. Comprendo y aprecio el peligro que provendria de mi representacidn personal, incluyendo la posibilidad de ser
sentenciado a encarcelacidn. Entiendo que un abogado podria ser eficaz en proveerme una explicacidn completa y detallada de mis
derechos, investigar mi caso y ayudarme a decidir como mejor responder a la acusacidn presents. Entiendo que un abogado tiene la
educaeibn y la experiencia profesional con respecto a las reglas de evidencia y procedimiento cuyas mismas son esforzadas por la
Corte y tambieii como seleccionar un jurado si acaso y deseara un juicio por jurado, como decidir sobre estrategias juridicas en cuanto
a llamar y examinar testigos, si debiera o no testificar en mi propia defensa y en cuanto a como preservar y transcribir puntos en
disputa para apelaci6n. Entiendo que podrian haber defensas que un abogado podria ser util en evaluar y presentar, tales como la
confianza en la presunci6n de inocencia, justificacién, coartada e identificacién equivocada.

Con el beneficio de la informacién provefda anteriormente y explicada por k Corte, ahora yo elijo lo siguiente (marcado por mis
iniciales):

(__) DESEO SER REPRESENTADO POR UN ABOGADO Y PERSEGUIRE DE MANERA DELIGENTE Y RASONABLE
LOS MEDIOS PARA RETENER ALGUNO, SI TODAVIA NO LO HE HECHO. SI NO PODRIA RETENER A ALGUN
ABOGADO, ENTIENDO QUE PUEDO PEDIR QUE LA CORTE ME DESIGNE ALGUNO. ESTOY REPRESENTADO POR

(__) DESEO SER REPRESENTADO POR UN ABOGADO Y PICO QUE LA CORTE ME DESIGNE ALGUNO. SOY
EMDIGENTE Y NO PUEDO RETENER UN ABOGADO POR MI PROPIA CUENTA.

( _) NO DESEO SER REPRESENTADO POR UN ABOGADO. VOLUNTARIAMENTE RENUNCIO A MI DERECHO DE
SER REPRESENTADO POR UN ABOGADO. DESEO REPRESENTARME YO MISMO.

ESTE DIA DE , DE

Protutor General Acusado

La Corte encuentra que el acusado nombrado anteriormente ha sido informado completamente de su derecho de
ser representado por un abogado retenido o designado y que decisi6n, notada en esta pagina anteriormente, ha
sido tomada de manera informada y voluntaria.

JUEZ, CORTE ESTATAL DEL CONDADO DE RICHMOND

EXHIBIT B




EN LA CORTE ESTATAL DEL CONDADO DE RICHMOND, GEORGIA

REGISTRO DE LA CORTE DEL RECONOCIMIENTO DE FOR PARTE DEL ACUSADO

Me han proporcionado una copla de la Acufiacién presentada en mi contra. Despue"s de haber tornado una decisién sobre la
representacién de un abogado, presento la declaracién que sigue abajo. Al presentar mi declaracién, no estoy bajo la influencia del
alcohol ni de drogas y no padezco de ninguna debilitaci6n flsica 0 mental que me prohfbe comprender mis derechos. Estoy conciente
que al presentar una declaration de no culpable tengo el derecho de tener un juicio, ya sea frente a un jurado o firente a la Corte, donde
ser6 presumido inocente y el Estado tendrg que probar mi culpabilidad por mas alia de una duda razonable. El Estadq atentara de
hacer eso llamando a testigos que testifiquen en contra mia y yo tendr6 el derecbo de confrontar y examinar (bacer preguntas) a esos
testigos. Tendr6 el derecho de presentar evidencia en me favor durante mi juicio llamando a testigos y la Corte comparecera a esos
testigo en cualquier caso que yo necesite ayuda para hacer que se presenten en corte. Tengo el derecho de testificar en mi favor, en
cuypicaso el acusador tendr6 la oportunidad de examinarme, pero tambie'n tengo el derecho de no testificar o incriminarme de alguna

Entiendo que si me declaro culpable, renuncio al derecho de tener un juicio.

Sino soy un ciudadano de los Estados Unidos, entiendo que una condena podra afectar mi status de inmigracién y deportacién,
Tambie'n, entiendo que una condena en ciertos podra afectar mi licencia de conducir o mis derechos de poseer un anna de tuego. Yo
entiendo que ciertos delitos requieren una minima sentericia de tiempo en la carcel. He sido informado de estas posibles ocurrencias

en caso de que dgura pueda ser apHcada en mi caso particular.

(_) DECLARACION DE CULPABLE (O DECLARACION DE NOLO CONTENDERE): Yo renuncio de manera informada y
vpluntaria a mi derecho de ir a juicio y presento una declaracidn d¢e CULPABLE (NOLO CONTENDERE). Entiendo completamente
mis derechos, los eargos presentados en mi contra las consecuencias de mi declaracion, inclusive la sentencia maxima que podra ser
impuesta de hasta doce (12) meses en la carcel y una fianza impuesta de $1000.00 (o $5000.00 para "delitos menores de clase alta y
agravada") y cualquier sentencia obligatoria minima que pueda ser aplicada a mi caso. Admito que cometi el acto del cual he sido
acusado. No .ha habido promesas ni amenazas hechas por parte de alguna persona con el fin de hacerme presentar esta declaracidn de
culpable (o nolo contender”). Aparte de una posible recomendacidn hecha .por el Estado, la cual entiendo que no es obligatoria para la
Corte, no me han informado de la sentencia suspendida que me impongan o podre' tener que tiempo en la carcel por falta de obedece

las 6rdenes de la Corte. :

( ) DECLARACION DE NO CULPABLE: Yo me declara NO CULPABLE en respecto a los eargos que han sido presentados en

mi contra y EXIJO UN JUICIO FRENTE A LA CORTE (SIN JURADO). Yo renuncio de manera informada y voluntaria a mi
derecho de tener un juicio frente a seis (6) personas escogidas de entre los ciudadanos del Condado de Richmond quienes podrfan

escuchar la evidencia y la ley y decidir si soy culpable o no.

(_) DECLARACION DE NO CULPABLE: Yo me declaro NO CULPABLE en respecto a los eargos que han sido presentados en
mi contra y EXIJO UN JICIO POR JURADO.

ESTE DIA DE ,DE

Protutor General Acusado Abogado de Defensa del Acusado

Despues de inquirir en el caso como lo es requerido por ley, la Corte encuentra que la declaraci6én del Acusado
ha sido presentada de manera libre y voluntaria y cualquier renuncia de derechos esta hecha de manera
informada y con la comprensi6én de los eargos presentados contra el Acusado. Si ha habido una declaracion de

culpabilidad, la Corte encuentra que hay una base objetiva y actual para la declaracion.

ASI ORDENADO, ESTE DIA DE DE

JUEZ, CORTE ESTATAL DEL CONDADO DE RICHMOND




