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Public Meeting # 1

Date: December 8, 2009

Location: = North Augusta Municipal Center Council Chambers
100 Georgia Avenue
North Augusta, South Carolina

Time: 5:00 to 7:00 PM

Media Advertisements and Announcements
The public meeting advertisement shown below was advertised in the following six
local newspapers in the ARTS study area:

Augusta Chronicle — December 2 and December 8, 2009
North Augusta Star — December 3, 2009

Aiken Standard — December 2 and December 8, 2009
Hola — December 3, 2009

Metro Spirit — December 2, 2009

Metro Courier — December 2, 2009

SRR N o e
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The Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission has initiated efforts to develop the
Augusta Regional Transportation Study 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan to meet the
area’s transportation needs over the next 25 years. You are invited to attend a public
participation meeting to be held on:

Tuesday December 8, 2009

North Augusta Municipal Center
Council Chambers
100 Georgia Avenue
North Augusta, SC
5:00 to 7:00 PM

Formal presentation will start at 6:00 PM

Come share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to shape your future
transportation system. For more information, contact: Marya Moultrie, at (706) 821-1796

or mmoultrie@augustaga.gov

Public Meeting #1 Email Announcement
The following public meeting announcement was emailed to the ARTS contact list two
weeks prior to the meeting.
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Public Meeting Notice

Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission
Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Tuesday December 8, 2009

North Augusta Municipal Center
Council Chambers
100 Georgia Avenue
North Augusta, SC
5:00 to 7:00 PM

The Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission is currently developing the Augusta
Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan, which is
evaluating and identifying existing and new transportation solutions and mobility options. The
ARTS study area includes Augusta-Richmond County and portions of Columbia County, as
well as portions of Aiken and Edgefield Counties in South Carolina. The cities in the ARTS
area include Augusta, Grovetown, Hephzibah, and Blythe in Georgia, and Aiken, North
Augusta, and Burnettown in South Carolina. An essential part of this planning process is
public participation in developing long-term goals and establishing short-term priorities to
identify and address transportation needs.

This is out first Public Meeting for this study and it is designed to encourage local residents
and businesses to share their thoughts on roadway, intersection, public transportation, bicycle
and pedestrian improvements within the study area. The meeting will begin at 5:00 and a
formal presentation will be given at 6:00 to provide an overview of the study and planning
process.

Your input is heeded at this important meeting. So please attend and share your thoughts
and ideas on topics such as:

Goals and Objectives

Future Development Plans
Roadway Improvements

Public Transportation Improvements
Pedestrian Improvements

Bicycle Improvements

For additional information contact Marya Moultrie, at (706) 821-1796 or
mmoultrie@augustaga.qov.

Tell us what you think!
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Public Meeting #1 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the first public
meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) on December 8, 2009, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the North
Augusta Council Chambers in North Augusta, South Carolina. The purpose of the
meeting was to provide the public an overview of the planning process and receive
feedback from the public about the draft 2035 LRTP Goals and Objectives and
multimodal transportation needs in the region. There were 10 attendees to the meeting
consisting of citizens, local officials, and media.

The ARTS staff and members of the Wilbur Smith Associates consultant team facilitated
the meeting. The two hour meeting was designed as an open house format, with
boards and maps placed around the room. The boards included two study area maps
and the seven draft Goals and Objectives, which are all provided at the end of the
Summary Report. At 6:00 pm a formal presentation was delivered by Jeff Carroll the
Wilbur Smith Associates Project Manager. The presentation covered the following
topics:

e What is a Long Range Transportation Plan

e DPopulation and Employment

e Goals and Objectives

e Identify Needs

e Develop Projects

e Highway, Transit, and Bike/Pedestrian Considerations

e Comments and Questions
Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

¢ Question: Does the travel demand model use data during the validation process?
o Answer: Yes, the 2035 ARTS travel demand model will use traffic count
data collected by Georgia Department of Transportation and South
Carolina Department of Transportation to develop and validate the
model.
e Question: Who developed the 2006 and 2035 population and employment
projections for each of the four counties in the study area?
o Answer: ARTS staff developed the Augusta-Richmond County
projections, Columbia County staff developed Columbia County
projections, and
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o Aiken County and the Cities of Aiken and North Augusta coordinated to
develop the projections for Aiken and Edgefield Counties. The projections
were based on 2000 Census, recent trends, interim year projections, future
land use contained in area Comprehensive Plans.

Question: What is the boundary line in the interior portion of Columbia County?

o Answer: Euchee Creek

Question: Will the 2035 LRTP examine the impact of local residents losing their
jobs, ability to pay for auto insurance, the need to sell a car due to economic
hardships?

o Answer: The 2035 LRTP will examine and identify improved mobility
options throughout the study area. This includes public transportation,
closing gaps in the bicycle pedestrian system, identifying park and ride
lots that connect to transit, and coordinating the three transit agencies
schedules.

Question: Are there plans to expand public transportation to Fort Gordon?
Expanding bus service to Fort Gordon will make soldier life more enjoyable and
help integrate the base into the community.

o Answer: Yes, Augusta Public Transit recently completed their Transit
Development Plan and one of the recommendations is to expand service
to Fort Gordon. It was also noted that one of the major reasons for
expanding service to Fort Gordon was based on the number of on-line
survey responses from soldiers stationed at Fort Gordon and their need to
have transportation from the base to areas served by Augusta Public
transit.

There was a discussion on how the ARTS study area could expand based on the
results of the 2010 Census. The ARTS 2035 LRTP will include the areas shown on
the map that was presented at the meeting. The goals and objectives were
presented and there were no comments and or revisions from the attendees.
Written comments from the comment form that noted “If you had $100, how
would you spend it?

o Comment: Many families I know are working to downsizing to one car.
Rising insurance and car prices are driving these issues. If biking, walking
and bus was made a more viable/reliable/safe option, we could redevelop

the city.
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o Comment: Unless the highway budget is used to place certain roads on
“diets”, rather than expansions, then I hesitate to allocate any taxes
toward the highway mode.

2035 LRTP Survey

A nine page 23 question survey was provided to all public meeting participants. Three
participants completed the survey at the meeting. It was noted during the meeting that
the same survey would be on-line on December 9% and each participant was
encouraged to provide their email address on the public meeting sign in sheet. On
December 9% the survey was posted on-line and announcements were emailed to the
ARTS contact lists, as well as to the public meeting participants. The following
provides examples of the distribution and announcement.
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Wednesday, December 9, 2009
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Community Resources
Commission

Mayor's Office

Government Resources
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Translate Page
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

ARTS Online Survey
The Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission is in the process of
developing the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan and would J
to receive your feedback. For additional information [click here

cd the use of GovDeals.com to
sell surplus government items. This appllcatlon will give you access
to items that are being offered for internet auction. To view the site
click here...

Family Fun Day

On November 14th, 2009, the Human Resources Department hosted
its 1st Annual Employee Family Fun Day. To see additional
information about this event and view photos [click here...

Holiday Safety

Holiday Electrical Safety Information from the Risk Management
Division wishing you and your family a happy and safe holiday. For
more information [click here...]

Inmate Inquiry

The Richmond County Sheriff's Office is offering an Online Inmate
Inquiry feature via the Augusta web site. This new site offers a way for
citizens to view recent arrests or to search for specific persons by
name. [Read on...

St. Sebastian Extension
St. Sebastian Way is $30.37 million roadway construction project that
will improve mobility between the City's Medical District and

AUGUSTA CALENDAR

VIEW ALL EVENTS

Dec. 11 _Winter Wonderland-Diamond Lakes Com. Center

Dec. 12 HomeFirst Augusta Homebuyer Workshop

Dec. 19 A Winter Wonderland-May Park Com. Center

QUICK LINKS

City Phone Numbers

Emergency Guide

FAQ's

Pay Your Water Bill

Pay Your Tax Bill Online

Grand Jury Presentments
...View All Quick Links

education

A WORD FROM THE MAYOR...

Links to games,

and safety.

EMPLOYEE RESOURCES
Emplovee Emergency
Notifications
Human Resources
Announcements
Web Mail
Emplovee of the Month
...View All Employee Resources

Z

Who's featured?
Find out!

é

CONTACT MAYOR
COPENHAVER
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Embedded Email Announcement

Tomorrow’s Transportation

Improvements Begin Here!
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your comments matter

The Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission, which
serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for
the Augusta-Aiken urbanized area, is in the process of
developing the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan.

Please take a few minutes to complete an on-line
survey. Click the link below to access the survey.

http-//www_surveymonkey.com/s/YGJNBCI

For more information please contact Marya Moulirie at Augunsta-Richmond Planning
Commission 706. 821.1796 (mmoultrie@avsustaga.gov) or Wilbur Smith Associates
project manager, Jeff Carroll at 803.251.2189 (jearrolli@wilbursmith com).

WilburSmith

ASSO0OCIAT

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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ARTS 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Exit this survey

The Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission, which serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for the Augusta-Aiken urbanized area, is in the process of developing the

2035 Long Range Transportation Plan for the region. To create a plan that accurately reflects the needs of our region; we need to know what you think. Your response to this survey
will help us determine what transportation goals and objectives are important to residents of our community, and how they should be reflected in the region’s plan. Please take a few
minutes to take this survey, and remember, your opinion counts!

1. Overall satisfaction with the quality and safety of the ARTS Transportation System? Please rank on a scale of 1 to 5 with 1 being “Very Satisfied” and 5 being
“'Dissatisfied”

1 Very Satisfied 2 3 4 & Dissatisfied N

Roadways connections ) > | > | > -

Roadway safety o ~ ~ . -

Sidewalk connections 7 w > ” -

Pedestrian safety ) o o - -

Bicycle lane connections o J ) > <
Bicycle safety ) ~ ~ . -
Transit connections 7 w > ” -
Transit safety ) o o - -
2. Do you have access to sidewalks, bike paths, transit where you live?

Yes No

Sidewalks
Bike paths
Transit
3. What is your primary mode of transportation? (Select one)

J Auto

_ Bicycle

J Public Transportation

J Walking

, Qther: hd

Page 10 of 167



Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting#1 Handout — Dollar Distribution by Mode
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If you had $100, how would you spend it?

Mode Amount

Highway $

&
% Bike $__

Comments:

{
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ARTS 2035 LRTP Survey

The Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission, which serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization
(MPO) for the Augusta-Aiken urbanized area, is in the process of developing the 2035 Long Range
Transportation Plan for the region. The study area includes Augusta-Richmond County and portions of
Columbia County, as well as portions of Aiken and Edgefield Counties in South Carolina. The cities
include Augusta, Grovetown, Hephzibah, and Blythe in Georgia, and Aiken, North Augusta, and
Burnettown in South Carolina. To create a plan that accurately reflects the needs of our region; we need
to know what you think. Your response to this survey will help us determine what transportation goals
and objectives are important to residents of our community, and how they should be reflected in the
region’s plan. Please take a few minutes to take this survey, and remember, your opinion counts!

Existing System

1. Overall satisfaction with the quality and safety of the Transportation system in the August-Aiken
area? Please rank on a scale of 1 to 5 with 1 being “Very Satisfied” and 5 being “Dissatisfied” (Please
circle the appropriate response number)

Roadways connections

Roadway safety

Sidewalk connections

Pedestrian safety

Bicycle lane connections

Bicycle safety

Transit connections

U (U U (U UIY U U =
NINIINININININ|N
LWL W[W W[([WLW| W W
(s (s
oG |GG |G

Transit safety

2. Do you have access to sidewalks, bike paths, transit where you live? (Please circle response)

Sidewalks Yes | No
Bike paths Yes | No
Transit Yes | No

3. What is your primary mode of transportation? (Check one)

Auto

Bicycle

Public Transportation

Walking

Other:
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4. What best determines the mode of transportation that you use to get around? (Check one)

Cost

Reliability

Location

Availability

Accessibility

Other:

5. What is the most critical transportation issue in your neighborhood today? (Check two)

Lack of highway or road networks

Lack of sidewalks/crosswalks

Lack of transit services

Land use and transportation coordination

Safety issues (i.e. speeding, red light running, sight distance, lack of turn lanes, etc.)

Traffic congestion

Other:

6. Transportation System: How would you rank the following aspects of the ARTS transportation
system? Please rank (circle) on a scale of 1 to 5 with 1 being “Acceptable/Very Good” and 5 being
“Unacceptable/Very Poor?”

Congestion levels on major street during peak time

Condition of major streets and highways

Availability of bike lanes and paths

Availability of public transit services

Sidewalks and crosswalk areas

Safety/controls on major streets & railroad crossings

U U (U (U (U (U (U
NINININININ(N

Neighborhood traffic safety

W (LW [([W|W|W[W|W
B (B
g (G| |O1|O1 |G|

Ability to use another mode of transportation (other than auto)
from your home to work
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7. Roadways: Please rank the relative level of importance you would give each of the following on scale
of 1 to 5, with 1 being “Very Important” and 5 being “Not Important.” (Please circle the appropriate

response number)

The condition and smoothness of roadway pavements

The level of traffic flow and congestion

The presence of pavement markings, intersection lighting, readable
signs, and street aesthetics

Adequate lane and shoulder widths with turn lanes

Adequate turn lanes at major intersections

NN N (NN

W W W [ WW

(| B [
arjor| G (a1 G;

8. Bicycle/Pedestrian Features: Please rank the relative level of importance you would give each of the
following on scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being “Very Important” and 5 being “Not Important.” (Please circle

the appropriate response number)

Enhancing the safety of crosswalks across major streets 2 3 4 5
Building dedicated “off-road” paths for walking and biking to 5 3 4 5
schools and employment centers

More recreational biking trails linking existing paths, communities, 5 3 4 5
parks and open spaces

Widening shoulders or adding bike lanes on roadways to provide 5 3 4 5
better “on road” bicycling accommodations

Completing “gaps” in the sidewalk system 2 3 4 5

9. Long Range Transportation Plan: Please rank each of the following using a scale of 1 to 7, where 1

means “Very Important” and 7 means “Little Importance.”

Planning for widening of congested roadways

Planning for safety and traffic flow improvements at intersections

Planning for the ongoing roadway maintenance and preservation

Planning for new interchanges and roads to respond to future growth

Planning for more bicycle paths and multi-use paths

Improving bicyclist and pedestrian safety

Coordinating transit services within and between Richmond, Columbia and Aiken

Counties
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10. What do you believe are the most important issues facing the Augusta-Aiken metropolitan region?

(Check two)

Building and maintaining a competitive regional economy

Cleaning up the environment and improving air quality

Reducing urban sprawl

Dealing with global warming and greenhouse gas emissions

Improving transportation infrastructure and reducing congestion

Improving mobility options (bicycle, pedestrian and transit systems)

Increasing housing variety and affordability

Other:

11. What do you think is the most effective way to reduce transportation congestion in our region in the

future? (Check two)

Adequate and dedicated transportation funding

Expanding the highway system

Expanding and coordinating the transit systems in the region

Improving coordination of land use and transportation planning

Improving highway operations (i.e. coordinate traffic signals, adding turn lanes, access
controls, etc.)

Improving transit operations

Maintaining existing transportation system (i.e. repair roads, bridges, transit services,
etc.)

Expanding biking and walking facilities

Other:

12. Which of the following would you prefer to see more of in our region in the future? (Check two)

Bicycle lanes and multi-use trails

Transit services

Highways

Improved traffic flow

Sidewalks/crosswalks
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13. Transportation improvements: Please divide 100 points among the following transportation
improvements, so that division reflects the relative importance of each improvement to you. You can
allocate all the points on one item or spread it around.

Sidewalk construction

Bike lane construction on roads

Multi-use path construction

Widening and building of major streets and highways

Improving roadway safety (turn lanes, shoulders, travel lane width, sight distance,
traffic controls, etc.)

Improving roadways conditions (fix pot holes, resurface, signage, other)

Improving street aesthetics (street trees, street lighting, planted medians, clean
shoulders, other)

Improving traffic flow (control number of driveways, medians, coordinated signals,
other)

Develop and Maintaining adequate public transportation (buses, bus stops, routing,
other)

Total (adds up to 100) 100

14. If more pedestrian walkways were provided or improved would you use them for the following:
(Please circle response)

Health care Yes | No
Recreation Yes | No
Shopping Yes | No
Work Yes | No
School Yes | No | NA
Other: (list) Yes | No

15. If more dedicated bicycle lanes were provided or improved would you use them for the following;:
(Please circle response)

Health care Yes | No
Recreation Yes | No
Shopping Yes | No
Work Yes | No
School Yes | No | NA
Other: (list) Yes | No

Page 16 of 167



Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

16. If transit services were enhanced would you use it for the following? (Please circle response)

Health care Yes | No
Recreation Yes | No
Shopping Yes | No
Work Yes | No
School Yes | No | NA |
Other: (list) Yes | No

17. If park and ride lots were provided in your area would you use them for the following: (Please circle

response)
Car/van pooling to work Yes | No
Public transit Yes | No

18. Number of cars in your family? (check one)

WIN (=[O

More than 3

19. Average number of miles driven by you per week? (check one)

0

1 to 100 miles

101 to 200 miles

201 to 300 miles

More than 300 miles

20. Average number of transit (bus) trips by you per week? (check one)

0 trips

1 to 5 trips

6 to 10 trips

11 to 15 trips

16 to 20 trips

More than 20 trips
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21. Average number of miles you walk per week? (check one)

Augusta Regional Transportation Study

2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

0 miles

1 to 5 miles

6 to 10 miles

11 to 15 miles

16 to 20 miles

More than 20 miles

22. Average number of miles you bike per week? (check one)

0 miles

1 to 5 miles

6 to 10 miles

11 to 15 miles

16 to 20 miles

More than 20 miles

23. General Information

Gender Male Female
State (circle) Georgia South Carolina
Your Zip Code

Your Age

Your Neighborhood/Subdivision (optional)

Please place form in the box provided. If you prefer, you can mail your comments to Jeff Carroll,
Wilbur Smith Associates P.O. Box 92 Columbia, SC 29201-0092 or email to jcarroll@wilbursmith.com

For questions or more information, please contact:
Marya Moultrie

Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission
(706) 821-1796

mmoultrie@augustaga.gov

Jeff Carroll

Project Manager

Wilbur Smith Associates
P.O. Box 92

Columbia, SC 29201-0092
803-251-2189 (direct)
803-251-2922 (fax)
jcarroll@wilbursmith.com
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Draft Goals and Objectives Presented at Public Meeting #1

Goals and Objectuves

(> GOAL 1: Develop a Transportation System Integrated with
o
Planned Land Use

OBJECTIVE 1: Promote orderly development of the region by providing
transportation services to those areas where growth is planned.

® OBJECTIVE 2: Discourage development in conservation or
preservation areas by limiting access to those areas.

® OBJECTIVE 3: Promote revitalization of the urban core through
improved accessibility.

® OBJECTIVE 4: Promote redevelopment of the urban fringe through
improved accessibility.

‘ﬁ.,_

Goals and Objectlves

(> GOAL 2: Develop a Transportation System that is Financially
and Politically Feasible and has Broad Support

OBJECTIVE 1: Provide a financially balanced plan based on
realistic funding availability and opportunities.

® OBJECTIVE 2: Provide a plan that works to preserve existing
facilities and operate them more efficiently.

® OBJECTIVE 3: Prepare a plan where total benefits exceed costs.

e OBIJECTIVE 4: Provide a plan that includes public participation from
all groups, with special emphasis in reaching environmental justice
populations.
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.;\’/‘;. GOAL 3: Develop a Transportation System that will allow Effective
¥ Mobility Throughout the Region and Provide Efficient Movement of
Persons and Goods

OBJECTIVE 1: Provide a plan that works to relieve congestion and
prevent it in the future.

® OBJECTIVE 2: Provide a transportation plan that realizes the importance
of public transportation as a viable option in meeting daily travel needs.

® OBJECTIVE 3: Provide a plan which positions public transportation as
a viable alternative to single occupant vehicles, through routing and
scheduling changes and other system improvements.

® OBJECTIVE 4: Provide a plan which addresses consideration of
non-motorized modes such as bicycles and pedestrians,

® OBJECTIVE 5: Provide a plan which addresses the needs of intermodal
movement of goods via rail and truck.

» GOAL 4: Develop a Transportation System that will Enhance the
Economic, Social, and Environmental Fabric of the Area, Using
Resources Wisely While Minimizing Adverse Impacts

OBJECTIVE 1: Provide a plan that increases job accessibility through

improved transportation systems,

& DBJECTIVE 2: Provide a plan that ensures that new transportation facilities
result in disruption or displacement of residential or commercial areas only
when the benefits to the community at large outweigh the costs and where
no viable alternative exists.

* QOBJECTIVE 3: Provide a plan that works to ensure that transportation fa-
cilities avoid historic areas and structures, and other environmentally sen-
sitive areas, while providing access when desired.

¢ OBJECTIVE 4: Provide a plan to enhance the appearance of transportation
facilities whenever possible.

# QOBJECTIVE 5: Pravide a plan that reduces mobile emissions and meets air
quality standards.

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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———

Goals and Objectuvés

:\ GOAL 5: Promote efficient land use and development patterns to
“ improve safety and economic vitality to meet existing and future
multimodal transportation needs.

® OBJECTIVE 1: Promote the concentration of future employment and other
activity centers along existing and planned major travel corridors.

® OBJECTIVE 2: Protect adequate rights-of-way in newly developing and rede-
veloping areas for pedestrian, bicycle, transit and roadway facilities.

e OBJECTIVE 3: Promote new developments that provide efficient, balanced
movement of pedestrians, bicyclists, buses and motor vehicles within, to
and through the area.

— ey

Goals and O'bjectwes

(> GOAL 6: Increase the safety and security of the transportation
524 system for motorized and nonmotorized users.

® OBJECTIVE % Identify policies, plans, and transportation improvements
that address unsafe designs and conditions to increase safety for users,

e OBJECTIVE 2: Develop and maintain a transportation system that provides
increased security for all of its users,

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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oals and Obje

GOAL 7: Continue to develop a multimodal transportation network
that utilizes strategies for addressing congestion management and
air guality issues in the ARTS region.

G

* DBJECTIVE 1: Promote streat networks that reduce travel delays in accor-
dance with the guidelines in tha ARTS Congestion Management Plan.

¢ OBJECTIVE 2: Encourage strategies that reduce mobile source emissions in
an effort to improve air quality.

& OBJECTIVE 3: Continue to implement and promote strategies and policies

such as system presarvation, access management, managed lanas, traval
demand management, mass transit, complete streets, and altermative

transportation to improve congestion conditions.

¢ OBJECTIVE 4: Make the best use of existing transportation facilities by
implementing measures that actively manage and integrate systams,
improve traffic operations and safety, provide accurate real-time information
and reduce the demand for single-occupant motor vehicle travel,

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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Public Meeting#1 Sign-in-Sheet

Augusta Regional

Transportation Study

2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Public Participation Meeting

Gy ve ko wv v E

December 8, 2009
Name Address Phone Email
- . Y ov o, AwersTA G0z, 441 =\ pa@ NopTHAso=7A
ﬂJP é.‘va\iovic. ieocé.)%f—)—-r-xlwéz( Z‘és’é"é( ehdco Az S N=T
ol 1M1 C
Yqal & Cre o oM Co 206 _L),_j,,;gée mAea«.’gcpu’}'f}“;}“c"/

////f"/; e///f-".’k%

168¢ [€cchtlomsl Hmp. Lo sHF

5 Ardo @ arlmconty

Ll Jeﬁ'ﬁfw j;;,gi/j: z58o/ 03-€ G2 /S22 .
Leim oo D esh T Z:jf:/:lh:ﬂ/‘ia?oy core~EHZ N sofeest@ es Ml.com
U\;\c“‘ i 70;\;?:“:‘& :\hﬁt:&fbé T oL - X g-95CI Meste . (Ve e ideqgrnfresn
;"@UZ SZ_,%/( Cﬁ?ﬁa\, HRCRC 706 - 221- | 796 Fd’éca//z/) e ‘?ﬁusﬁfz g0
ﬁe ]/(/ca/ﬂn < Vé ” )’;/4[44 ﬁﬁefzz,mﬂl./‘kfr
f\"\qu /V\O"bm{/ ’A'QCP(’ 06 -§2l- (796 mmoaﬂvfeea"ﬁw\—kﬁwsw

\j;\f}c,\t\ L_@vJ( s

S22~ (802

| lewis e avguotn ga. g0y

A_U\C’\%‘EA Paiatc r\—./tvv\sﬁ’
J

T ~

Page 23 of 167



Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting # 2

Date: February 16, 2010

Location:  Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building
Court Room 2
530 Greene Street,
Augusta, GA 30901

Time: 5:00 to 7:00 PM

Media Advertisements and Announcements
The public meeting advertisement shown below was advertised in the following six
local newspapers in the ARTS study area:

Augusta Chronicle — February 10 and 16
North Augusta Star — February 11
Aiken Standard — February 15

Spirit — February 15

Hola Augusta — February 11

Metro Courier — February 10

SN

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the
Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range
Transpottation Plan (LRTF) to meet the area’s multimodal transportation
needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by ARTS
to develop a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on
the multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian)
transportation system serving the ARTS area through the year 2035,

You are invited to attend the public participation meeting to be held on:

Tuesday, February 16,2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building
Court Room 2
530 Greene Street,

Augusta, G4 30901

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 to update the public on the
planning process and to solicit needs that must be addressed.

Please come and share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help
to shape our region’s highway, transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation
systems. For mote information, contact: Marya Moulttie at the Augusta-
Richmond County Planning Commission, at (706) 821-179% or

mmoultrie@augustaga gov
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting #2 Email Announcement
The following public meeting announcement was emailed to the ARTS contact list two
weeks prior to the meeting.
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The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the Augusta Regional Transportation
Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to meet the area’s multimodal
transportation needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by ARTS to develop a
vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the multimodal (highway, bridge, transit,
bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving the ARTS area through the year 2035.

An essential part of this planning process is public participation in developing long-term goals and
establishing short-term priorities to identify and address transportation needs in our region. The Augusta-
Richmond Planning Commission has scheduled a public participation meeting and local residents are
encouraged to attend to assist in the development of the Plan.

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building Columbia County Municipal Building
Court Room 2 Commission Chambers
530 Greene Street, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive
Augusta, GA 30901 Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM 5:00 to 7:00 PM

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 during both meetings to update the public on the planning
process and to solicit needs that must be addressed. The LRTP survey is available at
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Y GJINBC9 and we encourage all local residents to provide their
comments on the transportation system.

Come share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to shape our region’s highway, bridge,
transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems.

More information:

Ms. Marya Moultrie

Transportation Planner
Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission
(706)-821-1796
mmoultrie@augustaga.gov
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting #2 — Press Release
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Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELASE
February 3, 2010

Long Range Transportation Plan to be Updated

Augusta, GA - The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the Augusta Regional
Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to meet the area’s
multimodal transportation needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by ARTS to
develop a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the multimodal (highway,
bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving the ARTS area through the year
2035.

The LRTP will be developed by coordinating with local residents and agencies to ensure our
transportation system provides safe and efficient mobility throughout our region. Multimodal
transportation needs and strategies will be identified by technical analysis and a comprehensive program
of public and stakeholder outreach to ensure such analysis is developed in the proper context to meet local
and regional needs. The result of the LRTP will be a financially constrained program of projects through
2035 designed to accommodate growth in a safe, efficient and effective manner.

An essential part of this planning process is public participation in developing long-term goals and
establishing short-term priorities to identify and address transportation needs in our region. The Augusta-
Richmond Planning Commission has scheduled a public participation meeting and local residents are
encouraged to attend to assist in the development of the Plan.

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building Columbia County Municipal Building
Court Room 2 Commission Chambers
530 Greene Street, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive
Augusta, GA 30901 Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM 5:00 to 7:00 PM

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 during both meetings to update the public on the planning
process and to solicit needs that must be addressed. The LRTP survey is available at
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YGINBC9 and we encourage all local residents to provide their

comments on the transportation system.

Come share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to shape our region’s highway, bridge,
transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems.

More information:

Ms. Marya Moultrie

Transportation Planner
Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission
(706)-821-1796
mmoultrie@augustaga.gov
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting #2 — Elected Official Letter

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the Augusta Regional
Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to meet the area’s
multimodal transportation needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by
ARTS to develop a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the
multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving the
ARTS area through the year 2035.

We wanted to inform you that we will be conducting a public participation meeting with local
citizens to discuss multimodal transportation needs that must be addressed during the update
to our LRTP.

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Buildir Columbia County Municipal Building
Court Room 2 Commission Chambers
530 Greene Street, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive
Augusta, GA 30901 Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM 5:00 to 7:00 PM

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 at both meetings to update the public on the
planning process and to solicit needs that must be addressed. The LRTP survey is available at
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YGINBC9 and we encourage you to provide us your
comments.

If you have any questions, please call Marya Moultrie at the Planning Commission at (706)-821-
1796 or email at mmoultrie@augustaga.gov

Sincerely,

Mr. George Patty
Executive Director
Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission
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Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting #2 — General Announcement Letter

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the Augusta Regional
Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to meet the area’s
multimodal transportation needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by
ARTS to develop a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the
multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving the
ARTS area through the year 2035.

We wanted to inform you that a public participation meeting will be conducted and we
encourage you to attend and participate. It is critically important that we share our ideas about
multimodal transportation goals, objectives, and needs that must be addressed during the
update to our LRTP.

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building Columbia County Municipal Building
Court Room 2 Commission Chambers
530 Greene Street, 640 Ronald Reagan Drive
Augusta, GA 30901 Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM 5:00 to 7:00 PM

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 at both meetings to update the public on the
planning process and to solicit needs that must be addressed. The LRTP survey is available at
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YGINBC9 and we encourage you to provide us your

comments.

Please forward this information to your stakeholders to ensure ARTS receives local input as
they update our LRTP.

Sincerely,
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting #2 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the second public
meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) on February 16%, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the Augusta-
Richmond County Municipal building in Augusta, Georgia. The purpose of the
meeting was to provide the public an overview of the LRTP planning process, update
on the multimodal needs in the study area and receive input on potential multimodal
transportation improvements in the region. There were 14 attendees to the meeting
consisting of citizens and local officials.

Paul DeCamp, AICP, Planning Director for the Augusta-Richmond County Planning
Commission, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. Mr. DeCamp provided an
overview of the work that has been completed thus far on the ARTS 2035 LRTP and the
purpose of this meeting. The two hour meeting was designed as an open house format,
with boards and maps placed around the court room. The boards included a study area
map, base year (2006) level of service map, and the 2035 (no-build) level of service map,
which are all provided at the end of the Summary Report. At 5:15 and 6:15 pm a formal
presentation was deliverable by Jetf Carroll the Wilbur Smith Associates Project
Manager. The presentation covered the following topics:

e LRTP Update
e LRTP Survey
e Growth
e Highway Conditions and Needs
o 2006 — Base Year
o 2035 - Future No-Build
e Public Transportation Needs and Vision
e Bike and Pedestrian Needs
e Comments and Questions

The public meeting presentation was posted to the MPO website for the public to
review.
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

e Comment: Need more bike trails and supporting roadway connections.

e Comment: Need better wayfinding and signage around the region.

e Comment: Need more crosswalk connections to improve pedestrian safety, this
will help everyone but will improve safety for our senior population.

e Comment: Need to improve intersections to be ADA compliant.

e Comment: Need improved transit connections across the region.

e Question: How will the Streetcar Study be incorporated in the ARTS 2035 LRTP?

o Answer: The recommendations from the study will be evaluated during
the LRTP planning process and if feasible, the improvements will be
incorporated into the ARTS 2035 LRTP program of projects.

¢ Question: How long will the public have to provide comments on the survey?

o Answer: End of March.

® Question: What is the process to improve bicycle and pedestrian improvements
along roadways that do not have congestion in 2006 or 2035?

o Answer: The ARTS 2035 LRTP will identify bike lanes, bike routes, multi-
use trail, and sidewalks throughout the region and some of these will be
stand alone project adjacent to roadways that will operate at acceptable
levels of service. The 2003 ARTS Bike and Pedestrian Plan identified
numerous stand alone bicycle and pedestrian projects and these
improvements will be reviewed and incorporated into the LRTP.

e Comment: We need a dedicated bicycle lane connecting North Augusta, SC and
Augusta, GA over the Savannah River. The 13 Street Bridge provides
sidewalks, but it is not a safe route for bicycle use.

e Question: Will the presentation be provided on the internet?

o Answer: Yes, the presentation will be provided on the MPO website after
the meeting.

¢ Question: During this study will you benchmark the ARTS region against other
cities, such as Portland, Oregon?

o Answer: We are not planning on benchmarking the ARTS region against
other regions on the country. However, we understand how Portland and
Boulder, Colorado have improved their bicycle and pedestrian systems
and we will incorporate similar recommendations in the ARTS area.
Some of the recommendations will include policies, such as Complete
Streets and accommodating bicycle lanes during repaving and pavement
restriping projects.
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

e Question: While there are no rail lines currently planned for abandonment, can
the ARTS 2035 encourage if there is abandonment that the easements are not
transferred to property owners?

o Answer: We can certainly include a policy in the 2035 LRTP that any
abandoned rail line easements be preserved for future multi-use trails.

¢ Question: What is the breakdown on funding improvements listed in the LRTP?

o Answer: Typically projects receive 80 percent federal funding and 20
percent local funding. The local funding could be provided by the state or
the local municipality, such as the county or city. Typically, the local
funding is 10 percent state and 10 percent local.

e Question: What is the total funding available for the ARTS 2035 LRTP?

o Answer: The annual federal funding for the South Carolina portion of the
ARTS area (portions of Aiken and Edgefield Counties) totals $3.2 million
per year. The funding projections are provided by the state Department
of Transportation and at this time Georgia Department of Transportation
has not provided the total projected funding for the Georgia portion of the
ARTS area, which include Augusta-Richmond County and portions of
Columbia County. We should have the total available funding over the
next month.

e Question: What is the process to approve and adopt the ARTS 2035 LRTP?

o Answer: The draft ARTS 2035 LRTP will be completed in May 2010. The
MPO will conduct another public meeting to receive input from local
residents on the draft LRTP. Also, the draft 2035 LRTP will be presented
to the Citizens Advisory Committee, Technical Coordinating Committee
and on September 2, 2010 the Policy Committee will approve and adopt
the ARTS 2035 LRTP. The Policy Committee includes representation from
elected county and city officials, as well as FHWA, GDOT, and SCDOT.

Page 31 of 167



Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
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2035 LRTP Survey

A nine page 23 question survey was provided to all public meeting participants. It was
noted during the meeting that the same survey is on-line and each participant was
encouraged to provide their comments.

Embedded Email Announcement

Tomorrow’s Transportation

Improvements Begin Herel
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your comments matter

The Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission, which
serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for
the Augusta-Aiken urbanized area, is in the process of
developing the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan.

Please take a few minutes to complete an on-line
survey. Click the link below to access the survey.

hitp://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Y GJNBCY

For more information please contact Marya Moultrie at Augusta-Richmond Planning
Commission 706. 821.1796 (mmoultrie/@angustaga gov) or Wilbur Smith Associates
project manager, Jeff Carroll at 803.251. 2189 (jearroll@wilbursmith com).

WilburSmith

ASSOCIAT
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Photos

Jeft Carroll, WSA Project Manager, discussing the ARTS 2035 LRTP with local citizens
at the February 16, 2010 Public Participation Meeting in Augusta, Georgia.

Marya Moultrie, Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission Transportation
Planner, talking with a local citizen at the February 16, 2010 Public Participation
Meeting in Augusta, Georgia.
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Public Meeting Maps — Study Area

ARTS 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting Maps — Base Year (2006) Level of Service

2006 Level of Service
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 No-Build Level of Service

2035 (No-Build) Level of Service
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2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Public Participation Meeting
February 16, 2010
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Public Participation Meeting
February 16, 2010
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
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Public Meeting # 3

Date: March 9, 2010

Location: =~ Columbia County Municipal Building Commission Chambers
640 Ronald Reagan Drive
Evans, GA 30809

Time: 5:00 to 7:00 PM

Media Advertisements and Announcements
The public meeting advertisement shown below was advertised in the following six
local newspapers in the ARTS study area:
1. Augusta Chronicle
North Augusta Star
Aiken Standard
Spirit
Hola Augusta
Metro Courier

AN

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the
Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTF) to meet the area’s multimodal transportation
needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by ARTS
to develop a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on
the multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian)
transportation system serving the ARTS area through the year 2035,

You are invited to attend the public participation meeting to be held on:

Tuesday, March 9,2010
Columbia County Municipal Building
Commission Chambers
640 Ronald Reagan Drive
Ewvans, GA 30809
5:00to 7:00 PIV

& formal presentation will be given at 6:00 to update the public on the
planning process and to solicit needs that must be addressed.

Please come and share your ideas or concetns about transportation and help
to shape our region’s highway, transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation
systems. For more information, contact: Marya Moultrie at the Augusta-
Richmond County Planning Commission, at (706) 821-1796 or

mmoultrie@augustaga. gov
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Public Meeting #3 Email Announcement
The following public meeting announcement was emailed to the ARTS contact list two
weeks prior to the meeting.
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The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the Augusta Regional Transportation
Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to meet the area’s multimodal
transportation needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by ARTS to develop a
vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the multimodal (highway, bridge, transit,
bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving the ARTS area through the year 2035.

An essential part of this planning process is public participation in developing long-term goals and
establishing short-term priorities to identify and address transportation needs in our region. The Augusta-
Richmond Planning Commission has scheduled a public participation meeting and local residents are
encouraged to attend to assist in the development of the Plan.

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building Columbia County Municipal Building
Court Room 2 Commission Chambers
530 Greene Street, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive
Augusta, GA 30901 Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM 5:00 to 7:00 PM

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 during both meetings to update the public on the planning
process and to solicit needs that must be addressed. The LRTP survey is available at
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Y GIJNBC9 and we encourage all local residents to provide their
comments on the transportation system.

Come share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to shape our region’s highway, bridge,
transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems.

More information:

Ms. Marya Moultrie

Transportation Planner
Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission
(706)-821-1796
mmoultrie@augustaga.gov
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Public Meeting #3 — Press Release
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Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELASE
February 3, 2010

Long Range Transportation Plan to be Updated

Augusta, GA - The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the Augusta Regional
Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to meet the area’s
multimodal transportation needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by ARTS to
develop a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the multimodal (highway,
bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving the ARTS area through the year
2035.

The LRTP will be developed by coordinating with local residents and agencies to ensure our
transportation system provides safe and efficient mobility throughout our region. Multimodal
transportation needs and strategies will be identified by technical analysis and a comprehensive program
of public and stakeholder outreach to ensure such analysis is developed in the proper context to meet local
and regional needs. The result of the LRTP will be a financially constrained program of projects through
2035 designed to accommodate growth in a safe, efficient and effective manner.

An essential part of this planning process is public participation in developing long-term goals and
establishing short-term priorities to identify and address transportation needs in our region. The Augusta-
Richmond Planning Commission has scheduled a public participation meeting and local residents are
encouraged to attend to assist in the development of the Plan.

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building Columbia County Municipal Building
Court Room 2 Commission Chambers
530 Greene Street, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive
Augusta, GA 30901 Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM 5:00 to 7:00 PM

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 during both meetings to update the public on the planning
process and to solicit needs that must be addressed. The LRTP survey is available at
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Y GINBC9 and we encourage all local residents to provide their
comments on the transportation system.

Come share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to shape our region’s highway, bridge,
transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems.

More information:

Ms. Marya Moultrie

Transportation Planner
Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission
(706)-821-1796
mmoultrie@augustaga.gov
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
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Public Meeting #3 — Elected Official Letter

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the Augusta Regional
Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to meet the area’s
multimodal transportation needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by
ARTS to develop a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the
multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving the
ARTS area through the year 2035.

We wanted to inform you that we will be conducting a public participation meeting with local
citizens to discuss multimodal transportation needs that must be addressed during the update
to our LRTP.

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Buildir Columbia County Municipal Building
Court Room 2 Commission Chambers
530 Greene Street, 630 Ronald Reagan Drive
Augusta, GA 30901 Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM 5:00 to 7:00 PM

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 at both meetings to update the public on the
planning process and to solicit needs that must be addressed. The LRTP survey is available at
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YGINBC9 and we encourage you to provide us your
comments.

If you have any questions, please call Marya Moultrie at the Planning Commission at (706)-821-
1796 or email at mmoultrie@augustaga.gov

Sincerely,

Mr. George Patty
Executive Director
Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission
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Public Meeting #3 — General Announcement Letter

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the Augusta Regional
Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to meet the area’s
multimodal transportation needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by
ARTS to develop a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the
multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving the
ARTS area through the year 2035.

We wanted to inform you that a public participation meeting will be conducted and we
encourage you to attend and participate. Itis critically important that we share our ideas about
multimodal transportation goals, objectives, and needs that must be addressed during the
update to our LRTP.

Tuesday, February 16, 2010 Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building Columbia County Municipal Building
Court Room 2 Commission Chambers
530 Greene Street, 640 Ronald Reagan Drive
Augusta, GA 30901 Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM 5:00 to 7:00 PM

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 at both meetings to update the public on the
planning process and to solicit needs that must be addressed. The LRTP survey is available at
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YGINBC9 and we encourage you to provide us your
comments.

Please forward this information to your stakeholders to ensure ARTS receives local input as
they update our LRTP.

Sincerely,
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Public Meeting #3 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the third public
meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) on March 9%, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the Columbia County
Municipal Building in Evans, Georgia. The purpose of the meeting was to provide the
public an overview of the LRTP planning process, update on the multimodal needs in
the study area and receive input on potential multimodal transportation improvements
in the region. There were seven attendees to the meeting consisting of citizens and local
officials.

Jetf Carroll, the Wilbur Smith Associates consultant project manager, opened the
meeting and welcomed everyone. Mr. Carroll provided an overview of the work that
has been completed thus far on the ARTS 2035 LRTP and the purpose of this meeting.
The two hour meeting was designed as an open house format, with boards and maps
placed around the court room. The boards included a study area map, base year (2006)
level of service map, and the 2035 (no-build) level of service map, which are all
provided at the end of the Summary Report. A formal presentation was deliverable by
Jetf Carroll and the presentation covered the following topics:

e LRTP Update
e LRTP Survey
e Growth
e Highway Conditions and Needs
o 2006 — Base Year
o 2035 - Future No-Build
e Public Transportation Needs and Vision
e Bike and Pedestrian Needs

e Comments and Questions
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Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

¢ Question: Did the 2035 socioeconomic projections account for the down turn in
the economy?

o Answer: Yes. In the fall of 2009, the Augusta-Richmond Planning
Commission developed the projections for Richmond County; Columbia
County completed their projections and Aiken County and City of Aiken
staff developed the Aiken County and Edgefield County projections.

¢ Question: Can developers help pay for improvements associated with their
developments?

o Answer: Counties have the ability to impose impact fees, but as of today
no impact fees are collected in any of the counties in the ARTS study area.

e Comment: I live in the Westlake subdivision and I could walk to Publix but there
are no access points and I must drive two miles to access it.

e Comment: The new developments along the Savannah River in North Augusta
provide sidewalks, access to the Greeneway Trail. We need to see more
development like this in Columbia County.

e Comment: Fury Ferry Road provides a great example of how roadways should
be widened in Columbia County. More four-lane landscaped median roadways
are needed.
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2035 LRTP Survey

A nine page 23 question survey was provided to all public meeting participants. It was
noted during the meeting that the same survey is on-line and each participant was
encouraged to provide their comments. Two participants completed the survey and
their answers were placed in the on-line survey on March 10*. The following handout
was also provided to all meeting participants.

Tomorrow’s Transportation
Improvements Begin Herel

R rciosar
I wssrorianoy,

S oy

G,
SORG1A sy caROMNE

your comments matter

The Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission, which
serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for
the Augusta-Aiken urbanized area, is in the process of
developing the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan.

Please take a few minutes to complete an on-line
survey. Click the link below to access the survey.

http://www._surveymonkey.com/s/Y GJNBC9

For more information please contact Marya Moultrie at Augusta-Richmond Planning
Commission 706. 821.1796 (mmoultrie/@angustaga gov) or Wilbur Smith Associates
project manager, Jeff Carroll at 803.251.2189 (jearroll@wilbursmith com).

WilburSmith

SOCIATES
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Public Meeting Maps — Study Area

ARTS 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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Public Meeting Maps — Base Year (2006) Level of Service
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Public Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 No-Build Level of Service
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Public Meeting#3 Sign-in-Sheet
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2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Augusta Regional Transportation Study

2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Participation Meeting

March 9, 2010
Name Address Phone Email
P : SUS L wWoamlpmee ps |7 E ST
i / / \”I - 8 !
/,‘\fl- R‘{ré E.L SR
i ]
. 7Y - o i 0 Wt A | Fe G206 8393
\‘\Ll\ ‘L‘ A s,"\ \,1 ,,(’.( 8 re (‘f‘ 2 { >_/,‘r\_ ' ~',\-, ,‘.(;;‘3(-}@;=/“5:-.
- | { ~ — 1 o
E il i e & ek 2 1 & Leadies | B BBLL B\M WS ALLES @ TSP, Co
Qujuf{aéﬂf
Be | b Jpg . cLar o 36% | 7o6-§1- 1 794
“4 R W 7.2 G\ ). _u <) /’,-/'/ £5.55

Page 50 of 167




Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting # 4

Date: July 7, 2010
Location: =~ Columbia County Municipal Building
Commission Chambers
650 Ronald Reagan Drive,
Evans, GA 30901
Time: 5:00 to 7:00 PM
Media Advertisements and Announcements
The public meeting advertisement shown on the next page was advertised in the
following six local newspapers in the ARTS study area:

Augusta Chronicle
North Augusta Star
Aiken Standard
Spirit

Hola Augusta
Metro Courier

AL N
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Notice of Public Meetings
Augusta Regional Transportation Study

You are invited to upcoming public meetings to review and comment on the draft 2035 Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and the draft FY 2011-14 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) for the Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS). The public meeting
schedule is as follows:

Wednesday July 7, 2010
Columbia County Municipal Building
Commission Chambers
630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM

Wednesday July 14, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building
Court Room 1 - 2™ Floor
530 Greene Street, Augusta, GA 30901

5:00 to 7:00 PM

Thursday July 15, 2010
City of Aiken Municipal Building
Conference Center
214 Park Avenue SW, Aiken, SC 29801
5:00 to 7:00 PM
(Conference Center guests should use the entrance located at 215 The Alley located at the rear
of the Municipal Building)

The draft 2035 LRTP includes a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on
the multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving
the ARTS area through the year 2035. The TIP includes federally-financed transportation projects
(road, bridge, transit, bike/pedestrian, and enhancement) scheduled to be implemented over the
next four to six years.

At each meeting, a formal presentation will be given at 5:30 to update the public on the projects
and programs identified in the draft LRTP. Information will also be available on the draft TIP. The
TIP and LRTP will shape our region’s highway, transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation
systems and your comments are important

This announcement shall serve to fulfill the public activities and time requirements for the Section
5307 Program of Projects developed for the Augusta Public Transit as well as Aiken County
Transit (a project funded in part through Section 5307 of the Urbanized Area Formula Grant
Program of the FTA, and managed by Lower Savannah Council of Governments).

For more information, contact: Marya Moultrie at the Augusta-Richmond County Planning
Commission, at (706) 821-1796 or mmoultrie@augustaga.gov.

Page 52 of 167


mailto:mmoultrie@augustaga.gov

Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting #4 Email Announcement
The following public meeting announcement was emailed by the Augusta-Richmond
County Planning Commission to the ARTS contact list two weeks prior to the meeting.

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission recently completed the draft Augusta
Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP). The
draft 2035 LRETP develops a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the
multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving the
ARTS area through the vear 2035.

An essential part of developing long range transportation plans is receiving input from local
residents on recommended projects and programs. The Augusta-Fichmond Planning
Comumission has scheduled three public participation meeting within the ARTS area and local
residents are encouraged to attend these meetings to review and provide comments on the draft

2035 LRTP.
Wednesday July 7, 2010 Wednesday July 14, 2010
Columbia County Municipal Building Angusta-Richmond County
Comnussion Chambers Municipal Building
640 Ronald Reagan Drive Court Room 1
Evans, GA 30809 2* Floor
5:00 to 7:00 PM 530 Greene Street.

Aungusta, GA 30901
5:00 to 7:00 PM

Thursday July 15, 2010
City of Aiken Municipal Building
Conference Center
214 Park Aveme SW
Aiken South Carolina 20801
5:00 to 7:00 PM
(Conference Center guests should use the
entrance at 215 The Alley located at the rear
of the Municipal Building)

A formal presentation will be given at 5:30 at all three meetings to update the public on the
planning process and fo solicit comments on the draft projects and programs.

Come share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to shape our region’s highway,
bridge. transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems.

More information:

Ms. Marya Moultrie

Transportation Planner
Angusta-Richmond Planning Commission
(T06)-821-1796
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Public Meeting #4 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the fourth public
meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) on July 7%, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the County Commission
Chambers in Evans, Georgia. The purpose of the meeting was to provide the public an
overview of the LRTP planning process, update on the multimodal needs in the study
area and receive input on potential multimodal transportation improvements in the
region. No persons other than staff and consultants attended the meeting.

The two hour meeting was designed as an open house format, with boards and maps
placed around the meeting room. The boards included the project goals and objectives,
a study area map, base year (2006) level of service map, future year (2035) level of
service maps, capacity projects map, which are provided at the end of the Summary
Report. The public meeting presentation was posted to the MPO website for the public
to review.

Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

None
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Public Meeting Maps — Base Year (2006) Level of Service
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Public Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 E+C Level of Service
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Public Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 Financially Constrained Level of Service
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Public Meeting Maps — Capacity Projects
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Sign in Sheet Meeting #4

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Public Participation Meeting — Columbia County

July 7, 2010 '

Name Address Phone Email
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Public Meeting # 5
Date: July 14, 2010
Location: Court Room #1

Municipal Government Center
530 Greene Street
Augusta, GA 30901

Time: 5:00 to 7:00 PM

Media Advertisements and Announcements
The public meeting advertisement shown on the next page was advertised in the
following six local newspapers in the ARTS study area:

Augusta Chronicle
North Augusta Star
Aiken Standard
Spirit

Hola Augusta
Metro Courier

SR e
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Notice of Public Meetings
Augusta Regional Transportation Study

You are invited to upcoming public meetings to review and comment on the draft 2035 Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and the draft FY 2011-14 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) for the Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS). The public meeting
schedule is as follows:

Wednesday July 7, 2010
Columbia County Municipal Building
Commission Chambers
630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM

Wednesday July 14, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building
Court Room 1 - 2™ Floor
530 Greene Street, Augusta, GA 30901

5:00 to 7:00 PM

Thursday July 15, 2010
City of Aiken Municipal Building
Conference Center
214 Park Avenue SW, Aiken, SC 29801
5:00 to 7:00 PM
(Conference Center guests should use the entrance located at 215 The Alley located at the
rear of the Municipal Building)

The draft 2035 LRTP includes a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands
on the multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system
serving the ARTS area through the year 2035. The TIP includes federally-financed
transportation projects (road, bridge, transit, bike/pedestrian, and enhancement) scheduled
to be implemented over the next four to six years.

At each meeting, a formal presentation will be given at 5:30 to update the public on the
projects and programs identified in the draft LRTP. Information will also be available on the
draft TIP. The TIP and LRTP will shape our region’s highway, transit, bicycle and pedestrian
transportation systems and your comments are important

This announcement shall serve to fulfill the public activities and time requirements for the
Section 5307 Program of Projects developed for the Augusta Public Transit as well as Aiken
County Transit (a project funded in part through Section 5307 of the Urbanized Area
Formula Grant Program of the FTA, and managed by Lower Savannah Council of
Governments).

For more information, contact: Marya Moultrie at the Augusta-Richmond County Planning
Commission, at (706) 821-1796 or mmoultrie@augustaga.gov.

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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Public Meeting #5 Email Announcement
The following public meeting announcement was emailed by the Augusta-Richmond
County Planning Commission to the ARTS contact list two weeks prior to the meeting.

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commuission recently completed the draft Augusta
Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LETP). The
draft 2035 LRTP develops a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the
multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicyele and pedestrian) transportation system serving the
ARTS area through the vear 2035

An essential part of developing long range transportation plans is receiving input from local
residents on recommended projects and programs. The Augusta-Richmond Planning
Commission has scheduled three public participation meeting within the ARTS area and local
residents are encouraged to attend these meetings to review and provide comments on the draft

2035 LRTP.
Wednesday July 7, 2010 Wednesday July 14, 2010
Cohmbia County Municipal Building Angusta-Richmond Couanty
Commission Chambers Municipal Building
640 Ronald Reagan Drive Court Room 1
Evans. GA 30800 2™ Floor

5:00 to 7:00 PM 530 Greene Street,
Augusta, GA 30901
5:00 to 7:00 PM

Thursday July 15, 2010
City of Aiken Municipal Building
Conference Center
214 Park Avenue SW
Aiken South Carolina 20801
5:00 to 7-:00 PM
{(Conference Center guests should use the
entrance at 215 The Allev located at the rear
of the Municipal Building)

A formal presentation will be given at 5:30 at all three meetings to update the public on the
planning process and to solicit comments on the draft projects and programs.

Come share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to shape our region’s highway,
bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems.

More information:

Ms. Marya Moultrie

Transportation Planner
Angusta-Richmond Planning Commission
(706)-821-1796
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Public Meeting #5 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the fifth public
meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) on July 14%, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at the Municipal
Government Center in Augusta, Georgia. The purpose of the meeting was to provide
the public an overview of the LRTP planning process, update on the multimodal needs
in the study area and receive input on potential multimodal transportation
improvements in the region. Six persons other than staff and consultants attended the
meeting.

Paul DeCamp, AICP, Planning Director for the Augusta-Richmond County Planning
Commission, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. Mr. DeCamp provided an
overview of the work that has been completed thus far on the ARTS 2035 LRTP and the
purpose of this meeting. The two hour meeting was designed as an open house format,
with boards and maps placed around the meeting room. The boards included the
project goals and objectives, a study area map, base year (2006) level of service map,
future year (2035) level of service maps, capacity projects map, which are all provided
at the end of the Summary Report. At 5:15 pm a formal presentation was delivered by
Steve Brown from Wilbur Smith Associates. The presentation covered the following
topics:

e LRTP Update

e Why Do We Plan?

e Population and Employment
e Highway Conditions

¢ Revenue and Expenditures

e Multimodal Projects

e (Questions

The public meeting presentation was posted to the MPO website for the public to
review.
Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

¢ Question: What progress has been made since last LRTP?
o Answer: Enhanced coordination with Best Friends-transit connection to
South Carolina is more seamless. Significant projects-Greeneway, I-20/I-
520 interchange, I-20 widening, Palmetto Parkway (I-520 in Aiken County)
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St. Sebastian Greene Street Extension, Alexander Drive improvements,
and Wrightsboro Road right-of-way acquisition.
Comment: My overall concerns are related to multimodal connectivity:
o Itis difficult to access Daniel Village and Augusta Mall on bicycle.
o “Bicycle lane to nowhere” on Wheeler Road
Comment: Access to schools is important. Too many parents driving children to
schools.
Question: What is status of CSX promise to prevent trains from traveling through
downtown during peak hour?

o Answer: There is no clear answer but trains have been witnessed paused
until 8:30 am.

Question: What is the progress on the Butler Creek Multiuse Trail?

o Answer: ROW acquisition is underway
Question: What is status of the St. Sebastian Way/Greene Street Extension
project to overpass the CSX railway line?

o Answer: An explanation was provided.

Comment: We’d like to see more sidewalk connectivity.

o Answer: Safe Routes to School Program was described as a potential
solution.

Question: Will there be more bicycle lanes on major corridors in particular
Wrightsboro Road?

o Answer: We will continue to add bike lanes as new location and
widening projects are conducted.

Comment: We need to push for alternatives to personal vehicle usage. Maybe
issue a plea for action.

Question: What are the underlying assumptions for recommended projects,
specifically air quality concerns? Maybe funding earmarked for capacity projects
can be reallocated if non-conformity is determined.

o Answer: Of course, we did not assume air quality non-conformance. Our
assumptions were generated by our study of demographic growth, YOEs
based on 4% inflation, GDOT-recommended revenue forecasts, and other
appropriate assumptions. The LRTP is a “living document” built upon
some flexibility to adapt to changing conditions.
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Photo

Paul DeCamp, Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission transportation
Director, and Marya Moultrie, Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission
Transportation Planner and Project Manager introducing the presentation with local
citizens at the August 14, 2010 Public Participation Meeting at Court Room #1 in the
Municipal Government Center, Augusta, Georgia.
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Public Meeting Maps — Base Year (2006) Level of Service
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Public Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 E+C Level of Service
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Public Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 Financially Constrained Level of Service
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Public Meeting Maps — Capacity Projects
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Public Meeting#5 Sign-in-Sheet

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Public Participation Meeting — Augusta-Richmond County
July 14, 2010
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Public Meeting # 6

Date: July 15, 2010

Location:  City of Aiken Municipal Building
Conference Center
214 Park Avenue, SW
Aiken, SC 29801

Time: 5:00 to 7:00 PM

Media Advertisements and Announcements
The public meeting advertisement shown on the next page was advertised in the
following six local newspapers in the ARTS study area:

Augusta Chronicle
North Augusta Star
Aiken Standard
Spirit

Hola Augusta
Metro Courier

oUW e

Page 73 of 167



Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Notice of Public Meetings
Augusta Regional Transportation Study

You are invited to upcoming public meetings to review and comment on the draft 2035 Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and the draft FY 2011-14 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP) for the Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS). The public meeting
schedule is as follows:

Wednesday July 7, 2010
Columbia County Municipal Building
Commission Chambers
630 Ronald Reagan Drive, Evans, GA 30809
5:00 to 7:00 PM

Wednesday July 14, 2010
Augusta-Richmond County Municipal Building
Court Room 1 - 2" Floor
530 Greene Street, Augusta, GA 30901

5:00 to 7:00 PM

Thursday July 15, 2010
City of Aiken Municipal Building
Conference Center
214 Park Avenue SW, Aiken, SC 29801
5:00 to 7:00 PM
(Conference Center guests should use the entrance located at 215 The Alley located at the
rear of the Municipal Building)

The draft 2035 LRTP includes a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands
on the multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system
serving the ARTS area through the year 2035. The TIP includes federally-financed
transportation projects (road, bridge, transit, bike/pedestrian, and enhancement) scheduled
to be implemented over the next four to six years.

At each meeting, a formal presentation will be given at 5:30 to update the public on the
projects and programs identified in the draft LRTP. Information will also be available on the
draft TIP. The TIP and LRTP will shape our region’s highway, transit, bicycle and pedestrian
transportation systems and your comments are important

This announcement shall serve to fulfill the public activities and time requirements for the
Section 5307 Program of Projects developed for the Augusta Public Transit as well as Aiken
County Transit (a project funded in part through Section 5307 of the Urbanized Area
Formula Grant Program of the FTA, and managed by Lower Savannah Council of
Governments).

For more information, contact: Marya Moultrie at the Augusta-Richmond County Planning
Commission, at (706) 821-1796 or mmoultrie@augustaga.gov.
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Public Meeting #6 Email Announcement
The following public meeting announcement was emailed by the Augusta-Richmond
County Planning Commission to the ARTS contact list two weeks prior to the meeting.

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commuission recently completed the draft Augusta
Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LETP). The
draft 2035 LRTP develops a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated travel demands on the
multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicyele and pedestrian) transportation system serving the
ARTS area through the vear 2035

An essential part of developing long range transportation plans is receiving input from local
residents on recommended projects and programs. The Augusta-Richmond Planning
Commission has scheduled three public participation meeting within the ARTS area and local
residents are encouraged to attend these meetings to review and provide comments on the draft

2035 LRTP.
Wednesday July 7, 2010 Wednesday July 14, 2010
Cohmbia County Municipal Building Angusta-Richmond Couanty
Commission Chambers Municipal Building
640 Ronald Reagan Drive Court Room 1
Evans. GA 30800 2™ Floor
5:00 to 7:00 PM 530 Greene Street.

Augusta, GA 30901
5:00 to 7:00 PM

Thursday July 15, 2010
City of Aiken Municipal Building
Conference Center
214 Park Avenue SW
Aiken South Carolina 20801
5:00 to 7-:00 PM
{(Conference Center guests should use the
entrance at 215 The Allev located at the rear
of the Municipal Building)

A formal presentation will be given at 5:30 at all three meetings to update the public on the
planning process and to solicit comments on the draft projects and programs.

Come share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to shape our region’s highway,
bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems.

More information:

Ms. Marya Moultrie

Transportation Planner
Angusta-Richmond Planning Commission
(706)-821-1796
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Public Meeting #6 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the sixth public
meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) on July 15%, from 5:00 to 7:00 at the Aiken County
Municipal Building Conference Center in Aiken, SC. The purpose of the meeting was to
provide the public an overview of the LRTP planning process, update on the
multimodal needs in the study area and receive input on potential multimodal
transportation improvements in the region. No local citizens attended the meeting, but
representatives from Best Friends Express (Aiken County transit provider), Aiken
County, and the MPO attended the meeting.

The two hour meeting was designed as an open house format, with boards and maps
placed around the meeting room. A total of five people attended the meeting. The
boards included the project goals and objectives, a study area map, base year (2006)
level of service map, future year (2035) level of service maps, capacity projects map,
which are all provided at the end of the Summary Report. The agenda covered the
following topics:

e LRTP Update

e Why Do We Plan?

e DPopulation and Employment
e Highway Conditions

e Revenue and Expenditures

e Multimodal Projects

e Questions

The public meeting presentation was posted to the MPO website for the public to
review.

Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

o None
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Photo
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Gerald Jefferson, Aiken County Transportation Planner, reviewing the ARTS 2035 LRTP
goals and objectives during the August 15, 2010 Public Participation Meeting in Aiken
County.
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Public Meeting Maps — Base Year (2006) Level of Service
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Public Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 E+C Level of Service
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Public Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 Financially Constrained Level of Service
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2035 LRTP
Capacity Projects

Tier 1 (2011-2014)
Tier 2 (2015-2024)
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Public Meeting#6 Sign-in-Sheet

Augusta Regional Transportation Study

2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Public Participation Meeting — Aiken County

July 15, 2010
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Environmental Justice Meeting # 1

Date: December 15, 2009

Location: =~ Smith Hazel Community Center (Meeting Room #1)
Council Chambers
400 Kershaw Street NE
Aiken, South Carolina 29801

Time: 1:30 to 3:30 PM

Environmental Justice Meeting #1 Email Announcement
The Environmental Justice meeting announcement (shown on next two pages) was
emailed to the following individuals on December 3¢ and December 14:

Sammie Sias, Richmond County Neighborhood Alliance

Earnest “Ernie” Smith

Richard C. Church, Executive Director, Aiken County Habitat for Humanity
Reginal B. Barner, CEO, Community Development & Improvement Corporation
Orrin Saulsby, Director of Housing and Section 8 Operations

Ivory N. Mathews, Acting CEO, Aiken Housing Authority

Scott Murphy, Executive Director, Council on Aging

Betty Giles, Smith Hazel Center

Betty Myers, President, Toole Hill Neighborhood Association

10 Lilly Nance, Crosland Park Resident

0PN T AW N e
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Carroll, Jeffrey A.

Subject: ARTS 2035 LRTP - Aiken Meeting

Location: Smith Hazel Community Center (Meeting Room #1) Aiken, SC

Start: Tue 12/15/2009 1:30 PM

End: Tue 12/15/2009 3:00 PM

Show Time As: Out of Office

Recurrence: (none)

Meeting Status: Meeting organizer

Required Attendees: Carroll, Jeffrey A.; 'sgmsias98@comcast.net’; 'habitataiken@bellsouth.net';

'rharner@aikenhousing.org'; 'osaulsby@aikenhousing.org'; 'imathews@aikenhousing.org';
'skmurphy@gforcecable.com’; 'bettymyers12@yahoo.com’; 'anilide@msn.com'; Marya R.
Moultrie; Paul DeCamp; Lynn Russell; Sandra Korbelik

Optional Attendees: Ivory Mathews; Orrin Saulsby

kkkkkhhkrhkhr H hekkhhkhkhhhhh
Meeting Announcement

The Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission is currently developing the Augusta Regional
Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan, which is evaluating and
identifying existing and new transportation solutions and mobility options. The ARTS study area
includes Augusta-Richmond County and portions of Columbia County, as well as portions of Aiken
and Edgefield Counties in South Carolina. The cities in the ARTS area include Augusta, Grovetown,
Hephzibah, and Blythe in Georgia, and Aiken, North Augusta, and Burnettown in South Carolina. An
essential part of this planning process is public participation in developing long-term goals and
establishing short-term priorities to identify and address transportation needs. To create a plan that
accurately reflects the needs of our region; we need to hear from you.

We are planning to meet as a group on December 15", so we can talk about multimodal
transportation goals, issues, and needs in the region. If you are unable to attend, please forward this
email to others (copy me) to ensure we have a good turn out.

Please select “Accept”, “Decline” or “Tentative” to RSVP to this meeting.
Meeting Information

Tuesday, December 15, 2009

1:30-3:30 p.m.

Smith Hazel Community Center (Meeting Room #1)
400 Kershaw Street NE in Aiken, South Carolina, 29801
Phone number is (803)642-7635.
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If you have any questions, please let me know.

Thanks,
Jeff

Jeff Carroll

Wilbur Smith Associates

1301 Gervais Street, Columbia, SC 29202-3356
w: 803.251.2189 m:803-960-9811 f: 803.251.2922

jcarroll@wilbursmith.com

www.wilbursmith.com
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Environmental Justice Meeting #1 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the first E] meeting
for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP) on December 15, 2009, from 1:30 to 3:30 pm at the Smith
Hazel Community Center in Aiken, South Carolina. The purpose of the meeting was to
provide an opportunity for low-income and minority populations an overview of the
planning process and receive feedback from the low-income and minority residents
about the draft 2035 LRTP Goals and Objectives and multimodal transportation needs
in the region. There were three attendees to the meeting.

The ARTS staff and members of the Wilbur Smith Associates consultant team facilitated
the meeting. The two hour meeting was designed to provide information about the
2035 LRTP process and to receive input on multimodal transportation needs in the
ARTS area. Jeff Carroll, the Wilbur Smith Associates Project Manager, provided and
discussed the following handout that was provided to the attendees:

AR - S NIRRT
Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan 3
Environmental Justice Meeting — December 15, 2009

WilburSmith
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LRTP Process
Goals and Objectives
Discuss Needs

Comments and
Questions
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ARTS 2035 LRTP 1]
Goals and Objectives

GOAL 1: Develop a Transportation System Integrated with
Planned Land Use

OBJECTIVE 1: Promote orderly development of the region by providing
transportation services to those areas where growth is planned.

® OBIJECTIVE 2: Discourage development in conservation or
preservation areas by limiting access to those areas.

e OBIJECTIVE 3: Promote revitalization of the urban core through
improved accessibility.

e OBJECTIVE 4: Promote redevelopment of the urban fringe through
improved accessibility.

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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Goals and Objectives

Q GOAL 2: Develop a Transportation System that is Financially
and Politically Feasible and has Broad Support

OBIJECTIVE 1: Provide a financially balanced plan based on
realistic funding availability and opportunities.

® OBIJECTIVE 2: Provide a plan that works to preserve existing
facilities and operate them more efficiently.

® OBIJECTIVE 3: Prepare a plan where total benefits exceed costs.
e OBJECTIVE 4: Provide a plan that includes public participation from

all groups, with special emphasis in reaching environmental justice
populations.

ART

ST2035 LRTP I
Goals and Objectives

Q GOAL 3: Develop a Transportation System that will allow Effective
Mobility Throughout the Region and Provide Efficient Movement of
Persons and Goods

o = et

.

OBJECTIVE 1: Provide a plan that works to relieve congestion and
prevent it in the future.

® OBIJECTIVE 2: Provide a transportation plan that realizes the importance
of public transportation as a viable option in meeting daily travel needs.

® OBIJECTIVE 3: Provide a plan which positions public transportation as
a viable alternative to single occupant vehicles, through routing and
scheduling changes and other system improvements.

e OBIJECTIVE 4: Provide a plan which addresses consideration of
non-motorized modes such as bicycles and pedestrians.

e OBJECTIVE 5: Provide a plan which addresses the needs of intermodal
movement of goods via rail and truck.

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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Goals and Objectives =

Q GOAL 4: Develop a Transportation System that will Enhance the
Economic, Social, and Environmental Fabric of the Area, Using
Resources Wisely While Minimizing Adverse Impacts

OBJECTIVE 1: Provide a plan that increases job accessibility through
improved transportation systems.

e OBIJECTIVE 2: Provide a plan that ensures that new transportation facilities
result in disruption or displacement of residential or commercial areas only
when the benefits to the community at large outweigh the costs and where
no viable alternative exists.

® OBIJECTIVE 3: Provide a plan that works to ensure that transportation fa-
cilities avoid historic areas and structures, and other environmentally sen-
sitive areas, while providing access when desired.

e OBIJECTIVE 4: Provide a plan to enhance the appearance of transportation
facilities whenever possible.

® OBIJECTIVE 5: Provide a plan that reduces mobile emissions and meets air
quality standards.

ARTS 2035 LRTPIw
Goals and Objectives =
Q GOAL 5: Promote efficient land use and development patterns to

improve safety and economic vitality to meet existing and future
multimodal transportation needs.

Y

® OBIJECTIVE 1: Promote the concentration of future employment and other
activity centers along existing and planned major travel corridors.

e OBJECTIVE 2: Protect adequate rights-of-way in newly developing and rede-
veloping areas for pedestrian, bicycle, transit and roadway facilities.

e OBIJECTIVE 3: Promote new developments that provide efficient, balanced
movement of pedestrians, bicyclists, buses and motor vehicles within, to
and through the area.

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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'ARTS 2035 LRTP W
Goals and Objectives

Q GOAL 6: Increase the safety and security of the transportation
system for motorized and nonmotorized users.

OBJECTIVE 1: Identify policies, plans, and transportation improvements
that address unsafe designs and conditions to increase safety for users.

OBJECTIVE 2: Develop and maintain a transportation system that provides
increased security for all of its users.

ARTS 2035 LRTP IF
Goals and Objectives =~

Q GOAL 7: Continue to develop a multimodal transportation network
that utilizes strategies for addressing congestion management and
air quality issues in the ARTS region.

® OBJECTIVE 1: Promote street networks that reduce travel delays in accor-
dance with the guidelines in the ARTS Congestion Management Plan.

e OBJECTIVE 2: Encourage strategies that reduce mobile source emissions in
an effort to improve air quality.

® OBJECTIVE 3: Continue to implement and promote strategies and policies
such as system preservation, access management, managed lanes, travel
demand management, mass transit, complete streets, and alternative
transportation to improve congestion conditions.

e OBJECTIVE 4: Make the best use of existing transportation facilities by
implementing measures that actively manage and integrate systems,
improve traffic operations and safety, provide accurate real-time information
and reduce the demand for single-occupant motor vehicle travel.

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

Ms. Betty Myers noted that she would provide the meeting handout information
to Ms. Cynthia Mitchell, City of Aiken Planning Department, 803-642-7780.

Ms. Myers also noted that we need to provide Weldon Wyatt, a local developer,
information about the 2035 LRTP.

Ms. Myers noted that public transportation is not convenient in the City of
Aiken.

Ms. Myers noted public transportation improvements need to include extending
service to the northside area of the City of Aiken to provide service throughout
the ARTS area and specifically service to the Medical College of Georgia and the
Veterans Hospital, both of which are in Augusta-Richmond County and served
by Augusta Public Transit (APT).

Ms. Myers noted that bus shelter need to be provided at current and future bus
stops.

Mr. Sammie Sias noted that a process needs to be developed that connects local
connector and neighborhood streets to main streets and he provided these
examples:

o We need to find a way to connect Tobacco Road to Deans Bridge Road in
Augusta-Richmond County.

o Potential solution would include providing neighborhood public
transportation circulation service to the neighborhoods along and within
local neighborhood roads that would connect to main roads where
existing public transit service has fixed routes bus stops. This service
could be provided during AM and PM peak periods.

o The young and old in these neighborhoods need public transportation
service from their neighborhoods to gain access to the public
transportation system.

Mr. Sias also noted that the transportation system used by the Richmond County
Board of Education could serve as a model for APT to use in providing
connections between neighborhoods and the APT fixed routes.

Ms. Myers noted that we should reach out to 2d Baptist Church and Friendship
Baptist Church.

Ms. Myers noted that trees need to be trimmed along many roadways in the City
of Aiken, especially at Richland Street and Morgan Street.

The participants all agreed that the following intersections needed
improvements:

o Hampton Street and Laurens Street
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o York Street and the minimal room available for left turning movements
o Beaufort Street and Richland Avenue
e Mr. Sias noted that bike trails should be constructed around existing and
planned water treatment plants.
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Environmental Justice Meeting #1 Handout — Dollar Distribution by Mode

Each participant was given the following handout and asked to provide their input:

R EGIONAL
T RANSPORTATION,

S Topy

G 4 LS
Eorc, A-50UTH CAROMT

If you had $100, how would you spend it?

Mode Amount

Highway $ —

e
% Bike $__

Comments:

{
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e Ms. Myers noted the following;:
o 0%  Highways Improvements
o 100% Public Transportation Improvements
o 0%  Bicycle Improvements
o 0%  Pedestrian Improvements
e Mr. Sias noted the following;:
o 55% Highways Improvements
o 30% Public Transportation Improvements
o 0%  Bicycle Improvements
o 15% Pedestrian Improvements
e Ms. Mattie Bush noted the following;:
o 20% Highways Improvements
o 80% Public Transportation Improvements
o 0%  Bicycle Improvements
o 15% Pedestrian Improvements

2035 LRTP Survey

A nine-page 23 question survey was provided to all public meeting participants. The
participants were also given additional copies of the survey to handout to other local
citizens in the area. Ms. Myers noted that she would coordinate with the other
neighborhood association presidents in the City of Aiken to distribute the survey. Mr.
Sias requested 50 hard copies of the survey and MPO staff provided him these copies.
Arrangements will be made to collect the completed surveys. Once the hard copy
surveys are collected, the consultant team will enter the responses into the on-line
survey. Each participant was provided a hard copy of the following survey
announcement and on December 16, 2009 they received the announcement via email.
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Tomorrow’'s Transportation
Improvements Begin Here!
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your comments matter

The Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission, which
serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for
the Augusta-Aiken urbanized area, is in the process of
developing the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan.

Please take a few minutes to complete an on-line
survey. Click the link below to access the survey.

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YGJNBCY

For more mformation please comtact Marya Moultnie at Augusta-Richmond Planming
Commission T06. 821.1796 (muoultrief@angustaga gov) or Wilbur Smith Associates
project manager, Jeff Carroll at 803.251 2189 (jeamoll@wilbursmith com).

WilburSmith

ASS5O0CIATES
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Environmental Justice Meeting #1 Sign-in-Sheet

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Environmental Ju

stice Meeting

December 15, 2009
Name Address Phone Email
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Environmental Justice Meeting # 2

Date: March 16, 2010

Location:  Carrie J. Mays Family Life Center
1014 11th Avenue,
Augusta, GA 30901

Time: 5:00 to 7:00 PM

Media Advertisements and Announcements
The Environmental Justice meeting advertisement shown below was advertised in the
following six local newspapers in the ARTS study area:

Augusta Chronicle
North Augusta Star
Aiken Standard
Spirit

Hola Augusta
Metro Courier

SANRC AN N T e

Notice of Public Meeting

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating
the Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) to meet the area’s multimodal
transportation needs over the next 25 years. The 2035 LRTP
update 15 an effort by ARTS to develop a vision for satisfying
existing and anticipated travel demands on the multimodal
(highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation
system serving the ARTS area through the year 2035.

You are invited to attend the next meeting to be held on:

Tuesday March 16, 2010
Carrie J. Mays Family Life Center
1014 11" Avenue
Augusta, Georgia 30901
5:00 to 7:00 pm

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 to update the public
on the planning process and to solicit needs that must be
addressed.

Please come and share your ideas or concerns about transportation
and help to shape our region’s highway, transit, bicycle and
pedestrian transportation systems. For more information, contact:
Marya Moultrie at the Augusta-Richmond County Planning

Commission, at (706) 821-1796 or mmoultrie@augustaga. gov
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EJ Meeting #2 Email Announcement
The following E] meeting announcement was emailed to the ARTS contact list two
weeks prior to the meeting.

Public Meeting Notice

Rh;lu\ AL
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The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating the Augusta
Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP) to meet the area’s multimodal transportation needs over the next 25 years.
The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by ARTS to develop a vision for satisfying
existing and anticipated travel demands on the multimodal (highway, bridge,
transit, bicycle and pedestrian) transportation system serving the ARTS area
through the year 2035,

You are invited to attend the next meeting to be held on:

Tuesday March 16, 2010
5:00 - 7:00 pm
Carrie J. Mays Family Life Center
1014 11th Avenue
Augusta, Georgia 30901

A formal presentation will be given at 6:00 to update the public on the planning
process and to solicit needs that must be addressed.

Please come and share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to
shape our region’s highway, transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems,

For more information please contact Marya Moultrie at Augusta-Richmond Planning
Commission 706. 821.1796 (mmoultrie@augustaga.gov) or Wilbur Smith Associates
project manager, Jefl Carroll at 803.251.2189 (jcarroll@wilbursmith.com).

WilburSmith

ASSOCIATES
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EJ Meeting #2 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the second
Environmental Justice meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study
(ARTS) Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) on March 16%, from 5:00 to 7:00 pm at
the Carrie J. Mays Family Life Center in Augusta, Georgia. The purpose of the meeting
was to provide the public an overview of the LRTP planning process, update on the
multimodal needs in the study area and receive input on potential multimodal
transportation improvements in the region. There were 10 attendees to the meeting
consisting of citizens and local officials.

Paul DeCamp, AICP, Planning Director for the Augusta-Richmond County Planning
Commission, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. Mr. DeCamp provided an
overview of the work that has been completed thus far on the ARTS 2035 LRTP and the
purpose of this meeting. The two hour meeting was designed as an open house format,
with boards and maps placed around the meeting room. The boards included a study
area map, base year (2006) level of service map, and the 2035 (no-build) level of service
map, which are all provided at the end of the Summary Report. At 5:15 pm a formal
presentation was delivered by Steve Brown from Wilbur Smith Associates. The
presentation covered the following topics:

e LRTP Update
e LRTP Survey
e Growth
e Highway Conditions and Needs
o 2006 — Base Year
o 2035 - Future No-Build
e Public Transportation Needs and Vision
e Bike and Pedestrian Needs

e Comments and Questions
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Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

e Comment: Need a Fort Gordon transit route.

e Question: Are the forecasts politically influenced?

o Answer: Forecasts are scientifically prepared based on adopted land use
and comprehensive plans as well as historical research.

¢ Question: Does Augusta have any designated complete streets?

o There is no designation of complete streets-it is just a policy framework to
ensure the right of way’s use among as many modes as possible.

e Comment: Pedestrian area behind Reynolds Street near the Riverwalk would be
a good location for a complete street. It would provide an excellent community
area for all Augusta citizens.

¢ Question: How do we get more sidewalks to fill the gaps?

o Answer: It is an item for the capital improvements budget plus Augusta
has development regulations that ensure sidewalk along the street
frontage of new developments. Can’t retrofit if lots are already developed
unless there is an application for rezoning.

e Comment: A good revenue source is sales tax.

e Question: What is the process for adoption of the LRTP? Does the City have to
approve?

o Answer: The ARTS 2035 LRTP will be adopted through the MPO
committees and ultimately the Policy Committee made up of local elected
officials in the study area.

¢ Question: What about Burke County, it's growing?

o Answer: Yes, but it is not part of the ARTS urbanized study area.
However, most of the major roadways entering Burke County have been
improved and can accommodate future growth. (US 25 and SR 56 for
example).

e Comment: We'd like to see more retail along Old Savannah Road

e Question: Will there be more grade separated rail crossings?

o Answer: Paul DeCamp pointed out 15% St and Walton Way as part of the
rail relocation efforts. No promise regarding improvements because of the
cost and the railroad was here first.

e Question: When can we expect weekend transit service and service to Carrie
Mays Center?

o Answer: Juriah Lewis gave a comprehensive answer with reasons why
there is no Sunday service. He also pointed out the availability of
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paratransit demand response service and suggested that the Parks
Department would be the appropriate agency for van service to the park.

2035 LRTP Survey

A nine page 23 question survey was provided to all public meeting participants. It was
noted during the meeting that the same survey is on-line, each participant was
encouraged to provide comments and take extra surveys for family and friends. Five
surveys were completed during the course of the evening.

Embedded Email Announcement

Tomorrow’'s Transportation

Improvements Begin Here!

R kciosar:
[ RANSPORTATION

S oy

Cr,
Eig, AsouTH CAROLS S

your comments matter

The Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission, which
serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for
the Augusta-Aiken urbanized area, is in the process of
developing the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan.

Please take a few minutes to complete an on-line
survey. Click the link below to access the survey.

http//www.surveymonkey.com/s/YGJNBC9

For more information please contact Marya Moultrie at Augusta-Richmond Planning
Commission 706. 821.1796 (mmoultrie(@angustaga. gov) or Wilbur Smith Associates
project manager, Jeff Carroll at 803.251 2189 (jearroll@wilbursmith com).

WilburSmith

ASS50CIAT
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Paul DeCamp, Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission Planning Director,
introducing the presentation with local citizens at the March 16, 2010 EJ] Meeting in
Augusta, Georgia.

Crowd gathering in anticipation of the March 16, 2010 Public Participation Meeting at
the Carrie J. Mays Family Life Center in Augusta, Georgia.
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Environmental Justice Meeting Maps — Study Area

ARTS 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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Environmental Justice Meeting — Base Year (2006) Level of Service

2006 Level of Service
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Environmental Justice Meeting — Future Year 2035 No-Build Level of Service

2035 (No-Build) Level of Service
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Environmental Justice Meeting #2 Sign-in-Sheets

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Environmental Justice Meeting

March 16, 2010
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Environmental Justice Meeting
March 16, 2010

Name Address Phone Email
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Environmental Justice Meeting # 3

Date: July 14, 2010

Location: = Henry Brigham Community Center
2463 Golden Camp Road
Augusta, GA 30906

Time: 10:30 to 11:30 AM

Media Advertisements and Announcements
The Environmental Justice meeting advertisement shown on the next page was
advertised in the following six local newspapers in the ARTS study area:

Augusta Chronicle
North Augusta Star
Aiken Standard
Spirit

Hola Augusta
Metro Courier

SANRC AN N T e
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Draft Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting Notice

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission recently completed the draft
Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP). The draft 2035 LRTP develops a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated
travel demands on the multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian)
transportation system serving the ARTS area through the year 2035.

Come share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to shape our
region’s highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems.

Wednesday July 14, 2010
Henry Brigham Community Center — Dining Room Senior Center
Building
2463 Golden Camp Road
Augusta, GA 30906
10:30 to 11:30 AM

A formal presentation will be given to update the public on the planning process and to
solicit comments on the draft projects and programs.

More information:

Ms. Marya Moultrie

Transportation Planner
Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission
(706)-821-1796
mmoultrie@augustaga.gov
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Environmental Justice Meeting #3 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the third
Environmental Justice meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study
(ARTS) Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) on July 14", from 10:30 to 11:30 am at
the Henry Brigham Community Center in Augusta, Georgia. The purpose of the
meeting was to provide the minority and low income residents an overview of the
LRTP planning process, update on the multimodal needs in the study area and receive
input on potential multimodal transportation improvements in the region. Thirty-two
persons other than staff and consultants attended the meeting.

Paul DeCamp, AICP, Planning Director for the Augusta-Richmond County Planning
Commission, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. Mr. DeCamp provided an
overview of the work that has been completed thus far on the ARTS 2035 LRTP and the
purpose of this meeting. The one hour meeting was designed as an open house format,
with boards and maps placed around the meeting room. The boards included the
project goals and objectives, a study area map, base year (2006) level of service map,
future year (2035) level of service maps, capacity projects map, which are all provided
at the end of the Summary Report. At 10:40 am a formal presentation was delivered by
Steve Brown from Wilbur Smith Associates. The presentation covered the following
topics:

e LRTP Update

e Why Do We Plan?

e DPopulation and Employment

e Highway Conditions

e Revenue and Expenditures

e Multimodal Projects

e (Questions

The public meeting presentation was posted to the MPO website for the public to
review.
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Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

¢ Question: How does a person understand the LRTP if he/she cannot read or
write?

o Answer: Contact information is provided on the last slide in handout.
Please feel free to call Marya Moultrie or Jeff Carroll.

e Questions: Several questions were posed about availability of transit service.
Will service be available to Ft. Gordon, Mike Padgett Road, Meadowbrook
subdivision, Woodlake subdivision?

o Answer: Juriah Lewis from Augusta Public Transit and the Augusta-
Richmond County Planning Commission responded to each request for
service. For the most part participants did not ride Augusta Public Transit
but were very interested in the Rural Transit Service provided for areas
south of I-520. Mr. Lewis provided his phone number to the group and his
business card to any participant questioning service availability.

¢ Question: Are any improvements scheduled for Mike Padgett Road?

o Answer: Roadway is to be widened and medians installed and there are
several intersection improvements.

e Question: What is status of air quality determination?

o Answer: Paul DeCamp provided the tentative schedule for EPA actions
on air quality for the ARTS region. EPA will issue revised standards for
ozone on August 31, 2010.
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Photos

Paul DeCamp, Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission Transportation
Director, and Marya Moultrie, Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission
Transportation Planner and Project Manager introducing the presentation with local
citizens at the August 14, 2010 Public Participation Meeting (E]) in Augusta, Georgia.
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Crowd gathering in anticipation of the July 14, 2010 Public Participation Meeting (EJ) at
the Henry Brigham Center in Augusta, Georgia.
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Environmental Justice Meeting Maps — Base Year (2006) Level of Service
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Environmental Justice Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 E+C Level of Service
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Environmental Justice Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 Financially Constrained
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Environmental Justice Meeting Maps — Capacity Projects
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Environmental Justice Meeting #3 Sign-in-Sheets

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

July 14, 2010

Environmental Justice Meeting — Augusta-Richmond County
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Environmental Justice Meeting — Augusta-Richmond County
July 14, 2010
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Environmental Justice Meeting — Augusta-Richmond County
July 14, 2010
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Augusta Regional Transportation Stady
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Environmental Justice Meeting — Augusta-Richmond County

July 14, 2010
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Environmental Justice Meeting # 4

Date: July 14, 2010

Location: =~ Smith Hazel Community Center
Activity Room
400 Kershaw Street, NE
Aiken, SC 29801

Time: 10:00 to 11:00 AM

Media Advertisements and Announcements
The Environmental Justice meeting advertisement shown on the next page was
advertised in the following six local newspapers in the ARTS study area:

Augusta Chronicle
North Augusta Star
Aiken Standard
Spirit

Hola Augusta
Metro Courier

SRR N

Page 125 of 167



Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

A vcusta
R rcronat

T RANSPORTATION]

S TUDY

G, LA
EORGIA 50 i cAROV

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Draft Long Range Transportation Plan

Public Meeting Notice

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission recently completed the draft
Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP). The draft 2035 LRTP develops a vision for satisfying existing and anticipated
travel demands on the multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian)
transportation system serving the ARTS area through the year 2035.

Come share your ideas or concerns about transportation and help to shape our
region’s highway, bridge, transit, bicycle and pedestrian transportation systems.

Thursday July 15, 2010
Smith Hazel Community Center
Activity Room
400 Kershaw Street, NE
Aiken, SC 29801

10:00 to 11:00 AM

A formal presentation will be given to update the public on the planning process and to
solicit comments on the draft projects and programs.

More information:

Ms. Marya Moultrie

Transportation Planner
Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission
(706)-821-1796
mmoultrie@augustaga.gov
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Environmental Justice Meeting #4 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the fourth
Environmental Justice meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study
(ARTS) Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) on July 15%, from 10:00 to 11:00 am at
the Smith Hazel Community Center in Aiken, South Carolina. The purpose of the
meeting was to provide minority and low income residents an overview of the LRTP
planning process, update on the multimodal needs in the study area, and receive input
on potential multimodal transportation improvements in the region. Ten persons other
than staff and consultants attended the meeting.

Paul DeCamp, AICP, Planning Director for the Augusta-Richmond County Planning
Commission, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. Mr. DeCamp provided an
overview of the work that has been completed thus far on the ARTS 2035 LRTP and the
purpose of this meeting. The one hour meeting was designed as an open house format,
with boards and maps placed around the meeting room. The boards included the
project goals and objectives, a study area map, base year (2006) level of service map,
future year (2035) level of service maps, capacity projects map, which are all provided
at the end of the Summary Report. At 10:15 am a formal presentation was delivered by
Jeft Carroll from Wilbur Smith Associates. The presentation covered the following
topics:

e LRTP Update

e Why Do We Plan?

e Population and Employment

e Highway Conditions

e Revenue and Expenditures

e Multimodal Projects

e (Questions

The public meeting presentation was posted to the MPO website for the public to
review.
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Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

1. South Carolina Highway 19 - One person said that improvements being made to

the sidewalks are good, but that there are gaps in the sidewalk network along the
road. Response was that a widening project is scheduled for Highway 19 under
Tier 2 of the LRTP. Widening project would include sidewalks or multi-use path.

. Whiskey Road — One person expressed concern about traffic congestion on
Whiskey Road and asked what is going to be done to reduce congestion.
Response was that projects have been identified to alleviate the congestion, but
that there is not enough funding to include them in the financially constrained
list of projects. That might change when the LRTP is updated in 4-5 years.
Mention was also made that the city of Aiken is planning to improve traffic
signal timing along Whiskey Road next year.

. Other Comments — The following comments were made in reply to a question
from Gerald Jefferson with the Aiken County Planning and Development
Department regarding mobility —

a. One person remarked about the convenience of the Valley Coach that use
to run between Aiken and Augusta in the days when downtown Augusta
was the primary place to shop in the region

b. Another person said that seniors tend to provide transportation for one
another as necessary. Those in attendance do not feel isolated in terms of
mobility

c. One person remarked — and others agreed — that there is a need to
improve the availability of the Best Friends Express. Mention was made
about the recent service cuts to Best Friends Express.

Meeting Handouts — Included a copy of the PowerPoint presentation, including contact

information, and a list of the proposed LRTP projects.

Meeting Displays — Included maps of the study area, level of service and LRTP and TIP

projects, and boards with the LRTP goals and objectives

MPO representatives in Attendance — Marya Moultrie and Paul DeCamp with the

Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission and Gerald Jefferson with the Aiken

County Planning and Development Department.
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Photos

Gerald Jefferson, Aiken County Transportation Planner, responds to a question during
the third Environmental Justice meeting, which was conducted at the Smith Hazel
Community Center in Aiken, South Carolina.
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Environmental Justice Meeting Maps — Base Year (2006) Level of Service
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Environmental Justice Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 E+C Level of Service
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Environmental Justice Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 Financially Constrained
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Environmental Justice Meeting Maps — Capacity Projects

2035 LRTP
Capacity Projects

Tier 1 (2011-2014)
Tier 2 (2015-2024)

- Tier 3 (2025-2035)

N
0 25 5 Miles
S —

Page 134 of 167



Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Environmental Justice Meeting #4 Sign-in-Sheets

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Environmental Justice Meeting — Aiken County

July 15,2010
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
Environmental Justice Meeting — Aiken County
July 15, 2010
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Advisory Committee Meeting # 1

Date:

Location:

Time:

October 15, 2009

Julian Smith BBQ Pit

3 Milledge Road, Augusta, GA
Augusta, Georgia

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Welcome & Introductions

Air Quality Update — Paul DeCamp delivered an update for the group on the
latest air quality report.

Presentation — Steve Brown, Wilbur Smith Associates and Wade Walker, Fuss &
O’Neill presented the following presentation slides to the Advisory Committee

AT D@ e a0 oo

Status of Existing System
Purpose and Overview of LRTP Process
Study Goal

Public Participation

Federal Requirements

Data Collection

Existing Conditions

Future Needs and Improvements
Financial Plan

Documentation

Schedule

4. Interactive Session-Upon completion of the presentation the group discussed the

following topics

a.

b.
C.

Goals and Objectives

i. Add access management tied to land use to Goal 1

ii. Add to Goal 2-Alternative intersection design
Identify Additional Stakeholders — EMS, Parks and Recreation Dept
Multimodal Needs — education/marketing of busing as a viable option so
buses can transport children to schools and reduce congestion
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Land use — identify transportation policies to discourage sprawl
Coordinate ITS Projects/Signals with Glen Bollinger in Columbia County
Add to performance metrics — CO2 Emissions/ VMT/ SOVs/ Livability

Coordinate with Augusta State University Master Plan and City

Development Agenda (Corridor Plan). Focus on institutional coordination

5. Adjournment at approximately noon.

Sign in Sheet

ft”\lté”& st |

Jo Jorrt

500" October 15, 2009

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update
h %zm Advisory Committee Meeting #1 Sign-in-Sheet

Proap

_M

Kﬂ’w M,@M

()15

B5s5.0 8

Dave Van De Weghe

T —

Attended | NAME AGENCY _ E-MAIL ADDRESS Fhone ]
Billy Yates Augusta Richmend County - IT/GIS yates@augustaga.gov 706-821-2864
Drana Luttrull Lower Savannah Council _[j“\_“ uttrull@lscog org B03-649-7981

Columbia County Community Planner

dWE‘PI‘&@CUh mbiacountyga.gov

David Jones

—

. Dewayne Porter

Augusta Public Transit Supervisor
Columbia County School District - Head of Traﬂsportatlon

e-mail Sharon Dottery

(706)312-7176
706-821-1818

dewayne porter@cchoe.net

(706)541-0657

Diane Johnston

Earnest “Ernie” Smith

Augusta Regional Airport

diohnston@aupustaga.soy

10]1s)oa”

]"1'11’1(%‘{«:\"3\{1111?&_?1'1)' -

Paine College - Institutional Advancement

| George Paﬂ'y

Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission

| Gerald Jefferson

| Aiken County

| f\.'.rémberlg[éigaiﬂe.edu

706.798.3236

(706) 832-4690 |
(706) 396-8171

| GPatty@augustaga gov

706-821-1801

| giefferson@aikencountysc.pov

Glen Bollinger

Ivory N. Mathews

Columbia County - Traffic Engineer
Acting CEO, Aiken Housing Authority

J. Michael Ash
)M

| Medical College of Georgia

B03-542-1520

ghollinger@columbiacountyga.gov

(706) 868-4223

_imathews@aikenlmusmnlo_rﬂm -

(803)649-6673 ext. 258

MASH@ mail. meg.edu

(706)721-1018

| Jack Porter ‘kmth Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control | porterje@dhec.sc.gov (803)898-3829
[ Jeff Asmann : Columbla County Transit jasmannércolumbiacountyga.gov (706} 556-0807 |
Jessica Hekter FHWA - Community Planner jessica.hekter@dot.gov ]
| Jimmy Johnston | Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Air Quality Branch limmy_johnston@mail.dnr state.ga.us (404)363-7014
Augusta-Richmond County Flanning Commission/ Augusta
o Juriah Lewis Public Transit [lewis@augustaga.pov 706-821-1802
]| 15 61¢ | Justin Crighton Central Savannah River Area Development Center | [crighton@csrarc.ga goy (708) 210-2000 ext. 130
| Kathy B. Hamrick | Augusta State University ) o khamrick@aug.edu ] [706)667-4775
Jo- IS | Kenny Larimore | South Carolina Department of Transportation larimorekw @dot state sc.us 1@3- ? ?, -Hﬂ_?
| Lacey Kinton ADA Community Advocate o | 256kinton@knology.net ~ T06-738-9894
| Len Engel USC-Aiken - Environmental Health and Safety Manarm | | lene@usca.edu (803)641-3538
Mandi Carroll | Augusta Chamber of Commerce - | mearrollaay gustagausa,com 706-821-1324
| . Margaret Wooddard | Downtown Development Authority mwoodard@myangustadowntown.com | 706-722-8000 |
Maria McClure | Aiken Coninty Schoal District - Transportation Manager mmiclure @aiken k12 sc.us (803)641-2454

Vool w e
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update
Advisory Committee Meeting #1 Sign-in-Sheet

October 15, 2009

Attended ~ NAME AGENCY E-MAIL ADDRESS Attended
o Marya Moultrie Augusta-Richmaond County Planning Commission | mmeuliriefaugustaga.gov ! 706-821-1807
% Mike Jara USC-Aiken — Asst. Chancellor for Facilities mike|@usca.edu | (803)641-3254
M Mik_u Sullivan South Carolina Department of Transportation sullivanjm@scdot.org _8[!3-737- 4662
Richmond County School District - Inferim Transportation
| Mr. Wiley Manager wileyji@boe richmond k12 ga.us 06796477
| Orrin Saulsby Director of Housing and Section 8 Operations | osaulsby@aikenhousing.org (803)649-6673 ext. 250
: Paul DeCamp Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission I pdecamp@augustaga,goy o 706-821-1801
| Phillip Peevey Georgia Department of Transportation o | ppeevey@dot.gagov ]
Phillip Peevey Georgia Department of Transportation E ppeevey@dot.ga.gov
Reginal B. Barner CEQ, Community Development & Improvement Corporation ‘;rbarner;&‘aikenhousinn org _ (B03)663-6848
4 |Reuben Woods Georgia Department of Transportation | rwoods@dot.ga.gov (404)631-1806
Rich Eberle Lower Savarmah Couneil reberle@lscog.org o 803-649-7981
| _ | Richard €. Church Executive Director, Aiken County Habitat for Humanity hahitataiken@bellsouth.net o (803)642-9295 ext. 104
| Ronald E. Price Fort Gordon - Chief, Transportation Division o ronald.e.price@us. army.mil ) _ (706)791-4885
| J"‘fﬁ Sam Baker Georgia Department of Transportation shaker@dot.ga.gov . (404)631- 1796|132
: | Sammie Sias ! Richimond Co. Neighborheod Alliance ) sgmsiasI8@comcast.net | F0&F7-0777
| Sandra Korbelik | City of Aiken skarbelik@cityofaikensc.gov 803 642 7608 |
| Sharon Dottery | Augusta Public Transit sdottery@augustapa.gov 706-821-1816
Skip Grkovic ‘ City of North Augusta SGrkovic@northaugusta.net (803)441-4221
| |Tim Weegar | Augusta Regional Airport - Director of Operations tweegar@augustaga gov - 706.798.3236
| Willis "Buster” Boshears | Daniel Field - ) o whoshears @augustaga.gov (706)733-1647
% Steve Brown o ' WSA o
V| Wade Walker | Fuss & O'Neill R .
- « - : v ra: \ug‘-ﬂ ﬂ
_’:ZLV v | A A 7{ L '.'J;u -"'\:,: ’, //’:f/:"j/ oAl r“_"*“;.-. :.._‘/__ — '/.;H/.-'-. f.‘_»r,‘(_ f
/ I/ S _ 4 :
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update
Advisory Committee Meeting #1 Sign-in-Sheet

October 15, 2009

Attended | NAME

AGENCY E-MAIL ADDRESS Phone

v | Billy Yates

Augusta Richmond County - [T/GIS

yates @augustaga gov 706-821-2864

Lower Savannah Council

v p' | Dana Luttrull

| Dave Van De Weghe

! .
| David Jones
Dewayne Porter

Augusta Public Transit Supervisor

Columbia County Community Planner

dluttrull@lscog.org

_ 803-649-7981
(706)312-7176 |

706-821-1818

dweghe@columbiacountyga.gov

Columbia County School District - Head of Transportation

| Diane Johnston

Augusta Regional Airport

E

£5.8. |Far

| Francis Wymberly

nest “Ernie” Smith

| George Patty

dewayne porter@cchoe.net 1 _{(706)541-0657
706.798.3236

diphnston @augustaga.gov
T
| (706) 832-4690

Paine College - Institutional Advancement

fwymberly@paine.edy (706) 396-8171

Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission

'

| GPatty@aupustaga.gov

706-821-1801

Gerald Jefferson

Aiken County

. ’ . i
| giefferson@aikencountvsc.gov

803-642-1520

| Glen Bollinger
| Ivory N. Mathews

Columbia County - Traffic Engineer

| ghollinger@columbiacountyga gov (706) 868-4223

Acting CEO, Aiken Housing Authority

(803)649-6673 ext. 258

| ]. Michael Ash

Medical College of Georgia

| Jack Porter

7 | Jeff Asmann
| Jessica Hekter

South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control | porterie@dhec.sc.gov

. Imathews@aikenhousing.or
| MASH@rnail.meg.edu | (706)721-1018

(803)898-3829

Columbia County Transit

(706) 556-0807

FHWA - Community Planner

jasmann@columbiacountyga. gov

| jessica hekter@dot mov

| ‘ Jimmy Johnston

Juriah Lewis

" Georgia Departiment of Natural Resources, Air Quality Branch

Public Transit

Justin Crighton

Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission/ Augusta

Central Savannah River Area Development Center

. |ilewis@augustaga.gov 706-821-1802 |

Kathy B. Hamrick

| Augusta State University

Kenny Larimore

! South Carolina Department of Transportation

| LenEngel

Mandi Carroll

i—u_ ‘ Lacey Kinton
t
|

! ADA Community Advocate
| USC-Aiken - Environmental Health and Safety Manager

! jcrighton@csrarc ga.gov (706) 210-2000 ext, 130
| khamrick@aug.edu (706)667-4775

larimorekw@dot.state.sc.us

706-735-9894
(BU3)641-3538

250ki ikt e
| Sokinton@knology net

lene@usca.edu

| Augusta Chamber of Commerce

| mearroll@augustagausa.com _ 70e-821-1324

! -
| | Margaret Wooddard Downtown Development Authority o mwoodard@myaugustadowntown.com 706-722-8000
L Maria McClure | Aiken County School District - Transportation Manager | mmclure@aiken k12 scus (B03)641-2454
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Advisory Committee Meeting # 2

Date: February 16, 2010
Location:  Julian Smith BBQ Pit
3 Milledge Road
Augusta, GA 30906
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 PM

Email Announcement

The following email announcement was distributed by the Augusta-Richmond County
Planning Commission to all of the Advisory Committee members on February 2, 2010.

Subject: ARTS 2035 LRTP Advisory Committee Meeting

ARTS 2035 LRTP Update Advisory Committee Member,

As you are aware, the Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission is updating
the Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP) to meet the area’s multimodal transportation needs over the next 25 years.
The 2035 LRTP update is an effort by ARTS to develop a vision for satisfying existing
and anticipated travel demands on the multimodal (highway, bridge, transit, bicycle
and pedestrian) transportation system serving the ARTS area through the year 2035.

The LRTP is being developed by coordinating with local residents and agencies to
ensure our transportation system provides safe and efficient mobility throughout our
region. You comments from our October meeting were very helpful and the second
Advisory Committee is scheduled for February 16% from 2:00 to 4:00 pm at the Juilian
Smith BBQ Pit in Augusta. The purpose of the second this meeting will be to update
members on goals and objectives, public participation activities and have a discussion
on the existing and future system conditions, and multimodal needs and potential
improvements. We are looking forward to continuing our conversation with you on
how we can improve our multimodal transportation system.
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The second Advisory Committee meeting is as follows:

February 16,2010 from 2:00 to 4:00 pm:

Julian Smith BBQ Pit
3 Milledge Road
Augusta, GA 30906

Map/Directions - Julian Smith Barbeque Pit, Augusta, Georgia
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If you are unable to attend and can ask someone else from your agency to participate
that would be helpful. If you have any questions concerning this meeting, please
contact me (706-821-1807) or the WSA project manager, Jeff Carroll at 803-251-2189

(jcarroll@wilbursmith.com).
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Advisory Committee Meeting #2 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the second
Advisory Committee meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study
(ARTS) Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) on February 16%, from 2:00 to 4:00 pm
at the Julian Smith BBQ Pit in Augusta, Georgia. The purpose of the meeting was to
update the Advisory Committee members on the ARTS 2035 LRTP planning process,
multimodal needs in the study area, and receive input on potential multimodal
transportation improvements in the region. Nineteen Advisory Committee members
attended and participated in the meeting.

Paul DeCamp, AICP, Planning Director for the Augusta-Richmond County Planning
Commission, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. Mr. DeCamp provided an
overview of the ARTS 2035 LRTP work that has been completed over the last six
months and the purpose of this meeting. The two hour meeting consisted of a 45
minute presentation from the WSA consultant team and after the presentation an
interactive session was conducted to receive feedback from Advisory Committee
members on the presentation, as well as multimodal needs and improvements that
must be addressed during the planning process. The boards presented at the meeting
included a study area map, base year (2006) level of service map, and the 2035 (no-
build) level of service map, which are all provided at the end of the Summary Report.
At 2:05 pm a formal presentation was deliverable by Jeff Carroll the Wilbur Smith
Associates Project Manager, Steve Brown (WSA) and Wade Walker (Fuss & O’Neill).
The presentation covered the following topics:

e LRTP Update
e LRTP Survey
e Growth
e Highway Conditions and Needs
o 2006 — Base Year
o 2035 - Future No-Build
e Public Transportation Needs and Vision
e Bike and Pedestrian Needs
e Interactive Session
o Roadway improvements

o Intersection improvements
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o Public transportation improvements
o Bicycle improvements

o Pedestrian improvements

o Recreational trail improvements

o Coordination improvements

Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

¢ Question: What is the ARTS 2035 LRTP approval process?

o Answer: The draft ARTS 2035 LRTP will be completed in May 2010. The
MPO will conduct another Advisory Committee meeting to receive input
from stakeholders on the draft LRTP. After the Advisory Committee
meeting, the MPO will conduct a public meeting to receive input from
local citizens on the draft 2035 LRTP. Once that is complete, the draft 2035
LRTP will be presented to the Citizens Advisory Committee, Technical
Coordinating Committee and on September 2, 2010 the Policy Committee
will approve and adopt the ARTS 2035 LRTP. The Policy Committee
includes representation from elected county and city officials, as well as
FHWA, GDOT, and SCDOT.

¢ Question: Can the Advisory Committee review the Existing plus Committed
(E+C) model network before it is approved?

o Answer: Yes. The MPO has a model task force subcommittee and
members are welcomed to attend this meeting. The next meeting to
review the E+C model results has not been scheduled yet. GDOT is
currently waiting for the E+C projects and then they will complete the
model run and share the results with the MPO. The MPO will provide
GDOT the E+C projects on February 17.

e Question: How does the ARTS 2035 LRTP address air quality?

o Answer: Currently the ARTS area is not designated a nonattainment air
under federal air quality regulations. EPA will make nonattainment
designations in August 2011, which will be after the ARTS 2035 LRTP is
adopted. If is anticipated that the ARTS area will be designated as a
nonattainment area, based on the new EPA air quality regulations. Once
the area is designated as nonattainment, the LRTP must undergo air
quality modeling. The ARTS 2035 LRTP will be developed knowing that
it will have to go through a rigorous analysis and if any changes are

o Needed, they will be completed to ensure the LRTP meets air quality
requirements.
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e Question: How current is the ARTS Travel Demand Model?

o Answer: The updates to the ARTS Travel Demand Model are the
responsibility of Georgia Department of Transportation. The process to
update the ARTS Travel Demand Model started with each of the counties
and municipalities reviewing and updating the socioeconomic data
(population, employment, households, and school enrollment) for the
base year 2006 and the future year 2035. Once the control totals were
approved by the governing jurisdiction they were provided to GDOT to
incorporate into the model. GDOT recently completed the following
updates to the ARTS Travel Demand Model:

* Updated socio-economic data to reflect 2006 conditions

* Updated highway network to include roadway improvements
since 2002 model update

* Updated trip generation, trip distribution, mode split, and trip
assignment model components

* Base year model calibrated and validated to 2006 conditions

* Reconfigured Traffic Analysis Zone (TAZ) system (from 719 zones
to 1,001 zones)

* Expanded highway network and model study area to include all of
Aiken County in South Carolina

e Question: Does the travel demand model have the capability of analyzing
intersection improvements?

o Answer: The travel demand model does not have the capability of
analyzing individual intersection improvements. The model provides
macro (30,000 foot) snap shot of traffic conditions, based on highway
network (number of lanes) and socioeconomic data. More robust micro
simulation tools are available to analyze intersection improvement but
those are typically used in corridor studies.

e Question: Will the MPO accommodate growth where desired or try to influence
where it happens?

o Answer: The MPO can provide policy guidance on growth, however the
MPO does not control local land use policy. Land use policy is controlled
by individual counties and municipalities and the MPO will continue to
encourage linking land use and transportation in the ARTS area.
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e Question: Can Impact Fees be collected to provide transportation infrastructure
funding related to the new development?

o Answer: The MPO does not have the authority to initiate Impact Fees
and it is the decision of the a county or city to impose these fees.

e Question: The Advisory Committee was asked what types of multimodal
improvements they would like to see in the ARTS 2035 LRTP.

o Answer: Intersection improvements that will improve safety, air quality,
and congestion along major roadways in the area.

o Answer: High capacity expressway between Evans, GA and downtown
Augusta, GA.

o Answer: SC 118 in Aiken County needs to be widened to improve north
side and south side connectivity. This project is currently in the ARTS
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).

o Answer: US 1 in Aiken County from SC 118 to the Savannah River Bridge
needs to be preserved to accommodate future traffic. This is the main
travel corridor from Aiken, SC to downtown Augusta, GA and this
corridor will be fully developed over the next 20 years. Aiken County will
be issuing a RFP to analyze traffic conditions and recommend land use
improvements along the corridor.

o Answer: The ARTS area needs a comprehensive Intelligent
Transportation System (ITS) project to manage traffic demand. This
requires coordination between the four counties and the two states in
order to provide meaningful results.

o Answer: More sidewalks need to be constructed on collectors and
arterials to improve neighborhood connectivity.

o Answer: Need to provide wider outside lanes to accommodate bicycles
on some roadways in the ARTS area.
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A nine page 23 question survey was provided to the Advisory Committee members. It

was noted during the meeting that the same survey is on-line and each participant was
encouraged to provide their comments. The following handout was also provided to
each Advisory Committee member at the meeting and on February 17t the electronic

version was emailed to the committee members.

Email Announcement

Tomorrow’s Transportation

Improvements Begin Here!

Rﬁfilll.\'\l.
[ RANSPORTATION

S oy

G
) A-SOUTH € ROV S

your comments matter

The Augusta-Richmond Planning Commission, which
serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization for
the Augusta-Aiken urbanized area, is in the process of
developing the 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan.

Please take a few minutes to complete an on-line
survey. Click the link below to access the survey.

http-//www_surveymonkey.com/s/YGJNBCS

For more information please contact Marya Moultrie at Augusta-Richmond Planning
Commission 706. 821 1796 (mmoulirie(@ansustaga gov) or Wilbur Smith Associates
project manager, Jeff Carroll at 803.251.2189 (jearroll@wilbursmith com).

WilburSmith

ASSO0OCIATES
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Photos

Steve Brown (WSA) discusses the public transportation needs and visions with the
ARTS 2035 LRTP with the Advisory Committee on February 16th in Augusta, Georgia.

Wade Walker (Fuss & O’Neill), discusses bicycle and pedestrian needs with
the ARTS 2035 LRTP with the Advisory Committee on February 16 in
Augusta, Georgia.
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Advisory Committee Meeting Maps — Study Area

- FORT GORDON

ARTS 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

m‘E/ X—»V‘/\
3 // T

HEPHZIBA

Study Area Map

ARTS M PO Boundary
. Major Roads

Columbia County Roads
a} County Boundaries
“._» Rail Roads

@0 airports
1
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Advisory Committee Meeting Maps — Base Year (2006) Level of Service

2006 Level of Service
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Advisory Committee Meeting Maps — Future Year 2035 No-Build Level of Service

2035 (No-Build) Level of Service

Edgefield

Level of Service
ARTS 2035
L0SAWG
1080
—— LosE

—— L0sF
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Advisory Committee Meeting#2 Sign-in-Sheet

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update
Advisory Committee Meeting #2 Sign-in-Sheet

February 16,2010
Attended ] NAME AGENCY ' E-MAIL ADDRESS Phone

| Billy Yates Augusta Richmond County - IT/GIS | yates@augustaga.gov 706-821-2864

i f Cornelius Davis FHWA Cornelius. Davisé@fhwa.dot.gov (404) 562-3913

)@ }/\ | Dana Luttrull Lower Savannah Council of Governments dluttrull@lscog.org 803-649-7981
7V Dave Van De Weghe | Columbia County Community Planner dweghe@columbiacountyga (706)312-7176
0ZJ David Jones Augusta Public Transit Supervisor e-mail Sharon Dottery 706-821-1818
! Dewayne Porter | Columbia County School District - Head of Transportation dewayne porter@ccboe.net L (706)541-0657 |
- Diane Johnston Augusta Regional Airport djohnston@augustaga.gov 706.798.3236
Eamest “Ernie” Smith - . (706) 832-4690
. Elizabeth Orr FTA elizabeth.orr@dot.gov (404)865-5617
4 19 i Frances D. Wimberly Paine College - Institutional Advancement | fwimberly@paine.edu (706) 396-8171
= p Fred Humes Economic Development Partnership, Director ‘ fhumes@edpsc.org (803)641-3300
™ George Patty Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission GPatty@augustaga.gov 706-821-1801
(. Gerald Jefferson Aiken County Planning and Bevelopment giefferson@aikencountysc.gov | 803-642-1520
y/ Glen Bollinger Columbia County - Traffic Engineer llinger@columbiacountyga gov (706) 868-4223
Ivory N. Mathews Acting CEQ, Aiken Housing Authority - imathews@aikenhousing.org (803)649-6673 ext. 258

- J. Michael Ash Medical College of Georgia ) | MASH@mail.mcg.edu (706)721-1018
,/{7/ A—] Jack Porter South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control | porterje@dhec.sc.gov (803)898-3829
’ James H. White Aiken County Planning & Development jwhite@aikencountysc.gov (803)642-1520
- Jeffery Anoka FTA - Transportation Program Specialist jeffery.anoka@dot.gov (404)865-5600
Jeff Asmann | Columbia County Transit | jasmann@columbiacountyga.gov (706) 556-0807

Jessica Hekter FHWA - Cc ity Planner jessica. hekter@dot gov | (803)765-5458

Jimmy Johnston Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Air Quality Branch jimmy_johnston@mail.dnr.state.ga.us (404)363-7014

2 Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission/ Augusta

| ¢ | Juriah Lewis | Public Transit jlewis@augustaga.gov 706-821-1802
Justin Crighton | Central Savannah River Area Development Center jcrighton@csrarc.ga.gov (706) 210-2000 ext. 130

'\/_@ Kathy B. Hamrick | Augusta State Univeristy | khamrick@aug.edu (706)667-4775
Kenny Larimore South Carolina Department of Transportation | larimorekw@dot.state.sc.us (803) 737-4660

Lacey Kinton ADA C ity Advocate 256kinton@knology.net 706-738-9894
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update
Advisory Committee Meeting #2 Sign-in-Sheet

February 16, 2010

Attended NAME AGENCY E-MAIL ADDRESS |
Len Engel USC-Aiken - Envi | Health and Safety Manager len ca.edu | (803)641-3538
| Mandi Carroll | Augusta Chamber of Commerce | mearroll@augustagausa.com 706-821-1324 |
Margaret Wooddard Downtown Development Authority mwoodard@myaugustadowntown.com 706-722-8000
Maria McClure Aiken County School District - Transportation Manager mmclure@aiken.k12.sc.us = (803)641-2454
| Marya Moultrie Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission i staga, o 706-821-1807 |
Mike Jara USC-Aiken - Asst. Chancellor for Facilities mikej@usca.edu (803)641-3254
Mike Sullivan South Carolina Department of Transportation sullivanim@scdot.org 803-737-4662
Richmond County School District - Interim Transportation
Mr. Wiley Manager wileyji@boe.richmond k12 ga. : (706)796-4777
= Orrin Saulsby Director of Housing and Section 8 Operations osaulsby@aikenhousing.org (803)649-6673 ext. 250
%w] Paul DeCamp Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission pdecamp@augustaga.gov - 706-821-1801
Phillip Peevey Georgia Department of Transportation ppeevey@dot ga.gov R e
Reginal B. Barner CEO, C« ity Development & Improvement Corporation rbarner@aikenhousing.org (803)663-6848
b Reuben Woods Georgia Department of Transportation rwoods@dot.ga.gov (404)631-1806
Rich Eberle Lower Savannah Council of Governments reberle@Iscog.org 803-649-7981
Richard C. Church Executive Director, Aiken County Habitat for Humanity habitataiken@bellsouth.net (803)642-9295 ext. 104
Ronald E. Price Fort Gordon - Chief, Transportation Division ronald.e price@us army.mil (706)791-4885
Ay Sam Baker Georgia Department of Transportation sbaker@dot.ga.gov (404)631-1742
Sammie Sias Richmond Co. Neighborhood Alliance | sgmsias98acomeast.net | 7067710777 |
=5\ | Sandra Korbelik City of Aiken skorbelik@cityofaikenscgov 803 642 7608
Sharon Dottery Augusta Public Transit sdottery@augustaga gov 706-821-1816
Skip Grkovic City of North Augusta = SGrkovic@northaugusta.net (803)441-4221
Tim Weegar Augusta Regional Airport - Cirector of Operations tweegar@augustaga. » 706.798.3236
Troy Post Columbia County Development Authority, Executive Director tpost@choosecolumbiacounty.com
Willis “Buster” Boshears | Daniel Field whoshears@augustaga gov (706)733-1647
Stephen Strohminger Aiken County Planning and Development sstrohminger@aikencountysc.gov
yWalter Sprouse Development Authority of Richmond County wsprouse@AugustaEDA.com (706) 821-1321 x203
7 Jeff Carroll WSA jcarroli@wilbursmith.com 803-251-2189
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update
Advisory Committee Meeting #2 Sign-in-Sheet

February 16,2010
Q/),-/ | Steve Brown WSA schrown@wilbursmith.com 1 678-244-0280
7
M~ WadeWalker | Fuss a& O'Neill - wwalker@fando.com - 704-458-4392
S‘rwnH»l\ M Baskin| CSEA |'Sf31<>.\q\(tmw{\ SSwon Shaskia @ coeaRc. 4. v 706 -3\0 - 2009
| Hehes tieds | G007
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Advisory Committee Meeting # 3

Date: July 7, 2010

Location:  Julian Smith BBQ Pit
3 Milledge Road
Augusta, GA 30906

Time: 1:00 to 3:00 PM

Email Announcement

The following email announcement was distributed by the Augusta-Richmond County
Planning Commission to the ARTS 2035 LRTP Advisory Committee members on June
22, 2010.

Subject: ARTS 2035 LRTP Advisory Committee Meeting

ARTS 2035 LRTP Update Advisory Committee Member,

wrxxrtUpcoming Meeting Scheduled™*******
ARTS 2035 LRTP Update Advisory Committee Member,

The Augusta Richmond County Planning Commission recently completed the draft
Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP). Your involvement to date has been extremely helpful and we have scheduled
our last Advisory Committee meeting on July 7%. The purpose of the meeting is to
present the draft 2035 LRTP projects and programs and to solicit your comments on the
draft plan, which is designed to meet the area’s multimodal transportation needs over
the next 25 years.

We are looking forward to continuing our conversation with you on how we can
improve our multimodal transportation system.

The third Advisory Committee meeting is as follows:
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Wednesday July 7, 2010 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm:

Julian Smith BBQ Pit
3 Milledge Road
Augusta, GA 30906

Map/Directions - Julian Smith Barbeque Pit, Augusta, Georgia
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan
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Please rsvp by clicking "accept

tentative" or "decline"

If you are unable to attend and can ask someone else from your agency to participate
that would be helpful. If you have any questions concerning this meeting, please
contact Marya Moultrie at 706-821-1796 or the WSA project manager, Jetf Carroll at 803-

251-2189 (jcarroll@wilbursmith.com).
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Advisory Committee Meeting #3 Summary

The Augusta-Aiken Metropolitan Planning Organization conducted the third Advisory
Committee meeting for the 2035 Augusta Regional Transportation Study (ARTS) Long
Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) on July 7%, from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at the Julian Smith
BBQ Pit in Augusta, Georgia. The purpose of the meeting was to update the Advisory
Committee members on the ARTS 2035 LRTP planning process, multimodal projects
proposed in the study area, and receive input on the process to date. Fifteen Advisory
Committee members attended and participated in the meeting.

Paul DeCamp, AICP, Planning Director for the Augusta-Richmond County Planning
Commission, opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. Mr. DeCamp provided an
overview of the ARTS 2035 LRTP work that has been completed over the study period
and the purpose of this meeting. The two hour meeting consisted of a presentation
from the WSA Project Manager, Jeff Carroll, and after the presentation a question and
answer session was conducted to receive feedback. The boards presented at the
meeting included a study area map, base year (2006) level of service map, 2035 (E+C)
level of service map, 2035 (financially constrained) level of service map, and capacity
projects map which are provided at the end of the Summary Report. At1:15pm a
formal presentation was deliverable by Jeff Carroll. The presentation covered the
following topics:

e LRTP Update

e Why do we Plan?

e Survey Results

e Goals

e Population and Employment
e Highway Conditions

e Revenues and Expenditures
e Multimodal Projects

e (Questions

Questions, Comments and Discussion Items

¢ Question: If we are adding capacity, how do we end up with lower VMT?
o Answer: By adding capacity we are decreasing congestion along some
corridors, thereby increasing the efficiency of the system. Shorter distance
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trip choices previously unavailable due to congestion will be viable
options when capacity is added and that reduces VMT.
Question: Do the potential funding estimates include revenue from the new
regional sales tax?

o Answer: No. We did not use the potential new tax, only the current
existing SPLOST in Richmond County and Columbia County..

Comment: Maybe add to policy recommendations a Signal Master Plan for
coordinating region’s traffic signal systems.

Comment: Should include some language to enhance education/road signage for
encouraging share the road programs. SCDOT has complete streets guidelines
but GDOT does not.

Question: What is the comment period deadline?

o Answer: The official comment period will be between July 19 and August
20.

Comment: Maybe overlay LOS map with projects to show proximity to need.
Comment: Encourage coordination between jurisdictions on signal
coordination. Columbia County has its own ITS plan

o Answer: This is discussed in the ITS chapter of the LRTP along with a
proposed traffic control center for the region. Jeff will coordinate with
Glenn to update the draft LRTP.

Comment: Information regarding air quality non-attainment status will be issued
by August 31.
Question: Does AASHTO have any complete streets standards?

o Answer: ITE has some recommended practices and the LRTP discusses
design guideline recommendations.

Question: Will the South Carolina subcommittee have a role in the review
process?

o Answer: The draft LRTP will be on the next meeting agenda (August 5%).
Question: What are the main differences between this LRTP and the previous
one?

o Answer: Act 114 project prioritization requirements, incorporates
recommendations from recently completed studies in the region,
multimodal gap closures, non-motorized transportation policy
suggestions, new policy direction on complete streets and land
use/transportation relationship.

Comment: This is a great document, much better than last one, and something to
be proud of.
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Photos

Jetf Carroll (WSA Project Manager) discusses the draft 2035 ARTS LRTP
with the Advisory Committee on July 7, 2010 in Augusta, Georgia.
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Maps - Study Area
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Maps - Future Year 2035 E+C Level of Service
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Maps — Future Year 2035 Financially Constrained Level of Service
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Maps — Capacity Projects
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Advisory Committee #3 Sign in Sheet

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update
Advisory Committee Meeting #3 Sign-in-Sheet

July 7,2010
Attended NAME AGENCY E-MAIL ADDRESS Phone

Billy Yates Augusta Richmond County - IT/GIS yates@augustaga.gov 706-821-2864
Cornelius Davis FHWA ius,Davisiofhwa.dot.gov (404) 562-3913
Dana Luttrull Lower Savannah Council of Governments dluttrullalscog.org 803-649-7981
Dave Van De Weghe | Columbia County Community Planner dweghe@columbiacountyga.gov (706)312-7176
David Jones Augusta Public Transit Supervisor ¢-mail Sharon Dottery 706-821-1818
Dewayne Porter Columbia County School District - Head of Transportation porter net (706)541-0657
Diane Johnston Augusta Regional Airport djohnston@augustaga gov 706.798.3236
Earnest “Ernie” Smith : (706) 832-4690
Elizabeth Orr FTA elizabeth orr@dot.gov (404)865-5617
Frances D, Wimberly | Paine College - Institutional Advancement fwimberly@paine.edu (706) 396-8171
Fred Humes Economic Development Partnership, Director fhumes@edpsc.org (803)641-3300
George Patly Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission GPatty@augustaga gov 706-821-1801
.~ | Gerald Jefferson Aiken County Planning and Development giefferson@aikencountysc.gov 803-642-1520
‘;(’ Glen Bollinger Columbia County - Traffic Engineer ghollinger@columbiacountyga.gov (706) 868-4223
Ivory N. Mathews Acting CEO, Aiken Housing Authority imathews@aikenhousing.org (803)649-6673 ext. 258
|J Michael Ash Medical College of Georgia MASH@mail. meg.edu (706)721-1018
g;z(“/ Jack Porter South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control | porterje@dhec.sc.gov (803)898-3829
U James H. White Aiken County Planning & Development [white@aikencountysc gov (803)642-1520
Jeffery Anoka FTA - Transportation Program Specialist jeffery.anoka@dot.gov (404)863-5600
Jeft Asmann Columbia County Transit jasmann@columbi 9380V (706) 556-0807
Jessica Hekter FHWA - Community Planner jessica.hekter@dot.gov (803)765-5458
Jimmy Johnston Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Air Quality Branch | jimmy johnston@mail.dnrstate.ga.us (404)363-7014

' Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission/ Augusta
| Juriah Lews Public Transit Jew 00 706-621-1602
\ (5} | Justin Crighton Central Savannah River Area Development Center igh rarc,ga, (706) 210-2000 ext. 130
"~ [KathyB. Hamrick | Augusta State Univeristy hanrick@aug edy (706)667-4775
Kenny Larimore South Carolina Department of Transportation larimorekw(@dot.state.sc.us (803) 737-4660
/[Z, Lacey Kinton ADA Community Advocate 256kinton@knology net 706-738-9894

L= S Kah L

Page 165 of 167




Public Participation Meeting Summaries

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan

Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update
Advisory Committee Meeting #3 Sign-in-Sheet

July 7,2010
Attended NAME AGENCY E-MAIL ADDRESS
Len Engel USC-Aiken - Environmental Fealth and Safety Manager lene@usca.edy (803)641-3538
Mandi Carroll Augusta Chamber of Commerce mearroll@augustagausa.com 706-821-1324
Margaret Wooddard | Downtown Development Authority oodardd stadowntown.com 706-722-8000
Maria McClure Aiken County School District - Transportation Manager mmclure@alkenkl2 sc.us (803)641-2454
i Marya Moultrie Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission mmoultrie@augustaga gov 706-821-1807
Mike Jara USC-Aiken - Asst. Chancellor for Facilities mike|@usca.edu (803)641-3254
Mike Sullivan South Carolina Department of Transportation sullivanjm@scdot.org 803-737-4662
Richmond County School District - Interim Transportation
Mr. Wiley Manager | wileyji@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us (706)796-4777
| Orrin Saulsby | Director of Housing and Section 8 Operations gsaulsby@aikenhousing.org (B03)649-6673 ext. 250
m Paul DeCamp Augusta-Richmond County Planning Commission pdecampéaugustaga.gov 706-821-1801
Phillip Peevey | Georgia Department of Transportation ppeevey@dot.ga.gov
_—.___|Reginal B. Barner |CEOQ, Community Development & Improvement Corporation tharner@aikenhousing.org (803)663-6848
C /,;f) Reuben Woods | Georgia Department of Transportation rwoods@dot,ga.gov (404)631-1806
| Rich Eberle Lower Savannah Council of Governments reberle@lscog.org 803-649-7981
Richard C. Church Executive Director, Aiken County Habitat for Humanity habitataiken@bellsouth.net (803)642-9295 ext. 104
Ronald E. Price Fort Gordon - Chief, Transportation Division ronald.e price@us.army.mil (706)791-4885
K9 | Sam Baker Georgia Department of Transportation shaker@dot.ga gov (404)631-1742
Sammie Sias Richmond Co. Neighborhood Alliance sgmsias 706-771-0777
b= _+Sandra Korbelik City of Aiken skorbelik@cityofaikensc.gov 803 642 7608
/1/ Sharon Dottery Augusta Public Transit sdottery@augustaga gov 706-821-1816
/M% Skip Grkovic City of North Augusta SGrkovic@northaugusta.net (803)441-4221
B Tim Weegar Augusta Regional Airport - Director of Operations tweegar@augustaga gov 706.798.3236
Troy Post Columbia County Development Authority, Executive Director | tpost@choosecolumblacounty.com
Willis “Buster” Boshears | Daniel Field whoshears @augustaga.gov (706)733-1647
Stephen Strohminger | Aiken County Planning and Development sstrohminger@aikencountysc.gov
Walter Sprouse Development Authority of Richmond County wsprouse@AugustaEDA.com (706) 821-1321 x203
Jeff Carroll WSA [carroll@wilbursmith.com 803-251-2189
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Augusta Regional Transportation Study
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan Update
Advisory Committee Meeting #3 Sign-in-Sheet

July 7,2010
L ,.// l' Steve Brown W5A schrown@wilbursmith.com 678-244-0280
L.b-./l Wade Walker Fuss ak O'Neill o wwalker@fando.com 704-438-4392
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