


What is a National Heritage 
Area

• Official Definition: A place where natural, 
cultural, historic and scenic resources 
combine to form a cohesive, nationally 
important landscape arising from patterns 
of human activity shaped by geography.

• Political Definition: any place so 
designated by Congress.

• Personal: When you're in it, you can feel it.



Location of National Heritage 
Areas



National Heritage Areas by 
Region

• Northeast-17
• Southeast-9
• Midwest-6
• Intermountain-4
• Pacific West-1



Statistics of the 37 NHA’s

• NHA’s in 27 States (54%)
• 288,000 square miles in counties with NHA’s 

(10% of US).
• 137 Congressional Districts with NHA’s (32%)
• 61,736,000 people live in counties with NHA’s 

(22% of US population).
• 16,170 National Register listings (19%).
• 620 National Historic Landmark sites (25%).



Growth of Program

• Moving West
• More Diverse
• Closer coordination with 70+ National Park 

Sites
• Closer coordination with other Federal 

Programs (FHWA)



Purposes of Canal 
Construction-1845

• Power Production (Hydro Mechanical then 
Hydropower)

• Transportation
• Public Water Supply



Canal TE Projects

• Canal Master Plan-$200,000 (Fed. 
$150,000)

• Phase of Trail-$1,200,000 (Fed. 
$1,000,000)

• Phase III of Trail-$1,400,000 (Fed. 
$825,000)

• Phase IV of Trail-$850,000 (Fed. 
$600,000)

• Petersburg Boats/Docks-$972,931-Fed. 
$500,000)



Canal Headgates & Savannah 
River



Spillway Crossing: Multiuse Trail



Historic Multiuse Trail



1875 Gatehouse/Locks



1875 Locks



Dance Pavilion/BBQ Pit/Dining 
Shed



Lockkeepers Cottage



Petersburg Boat



Launching of Original Replica of 
Petersburg Boat



Questions
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